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he comes anfllfigdes E evil}; e Abet 
no maruelliſ his Iuſte be ag — to conſqqund it when it 
is euill, as his Mercie was to make it when it was not. 

But when the ſentence going forth, that man 
ſhould inſtantly be ſent to hell (as his finne deſerued) and 
the world brought to nothing (as it was before) Mercie 
ſtood vp and made interc = and by the meanes of a 
moſt mightie Mediator Procured ſtay of the iudgement, 
both againſt roar W pal) and: the Creatures (ac- 

re 


ceſſaties) in this hi ellion. 


And not onel Man had time given — 
meanes to bee ſaued but the fame Mercie 
that the original naturall goodneſſe, bi. and all 
the Creatures with him had forfeited, could not be vtter 
lie extinguiſhed, ot taken ſrom them, but that ſorne ſmall 
portion as telikes and remainders of theit lorious Crea- 
tion) ſhould ſtill cemaine both of diuine g in the 
ſoule of man, and of the goodneſſe and zee 
ture in the Creatures. 1223 

And now Mercie beuing obtained this. addon, 
therefore that they mightnor fall away further, hut rather 
riſe againe-towards.their former perfeQion, committed. 
Man to the tuition of Grace,and t Creatures to the care 
of Nature, and fot hex better te ctiſying of them, gaue her 
art for her aſſiſtance. 

So that now as Man for the guiding and redtifying of 
his ſoule, had Grace giuen him to perfect his — ſo 
bad Nature art adioyned to her, the bettet to reduce the 


Creatures to ſome competent part of their former per- 
. 


And 


| | the power ofdiuine GraetzAnd Na- 
cure, by the helpe of humane arc haue both of them fince 
that and in ſore and a | 


ted that remainder of originall naturull goodneſſy, which 

through the mediation of Mercie was left in them fince 

their fall: inſomuch as hereby Man is inabled (by Grace 

helping Nature) in ſome acceptable degree to glorific 

COON the Creatures in ſome profitable meaſure to 
ue Man. 


* 


CHAP, 2. 


Of the goodneſſe generall of two Creatures, 
Honey and Salt, 


Heſe relikes of originall goodneſſe in the 

creatures (by the wiſe difvenſacion of God 
the Creator) be in euery creature more ot 

leſſe, as the lights and grounds of naturall 

reaſon in man: yet not in the like 
manner, For all men be ie corrupted by thefall, buc 
all creatures were not equallie depraued ; but the ſparkles 
of their former and primitiue goodneſſe remaine in ſome, 
much more gloriousthen in others, 

The truth whereof ſhines moſt clearely in the admi- 
rable ſympathie andantipathic which is amongſt ſo many 
kindes of creatures, whereby ſo many ſtrange operations 
are done in and vpon one creature by another: the bookes 


of the learned are ſo fraught with the theorie, and the * Fracaflorivs 


life of Man is fo full of the continuall practiſe hereof, as —— 
. 
So that ic ſhall be ſufficient for me at this me ouely to ——— 
obſerue, that howſoeuer that primitive perfection of the at. 
creatures —— not recouerable, b vntilli the time that ald. memo- 


reftored; yet by the bleſſing of the Creator — 


of humane art, ſuch a meaſure is cecouered in many crea- - 


giues a iuſt cauſe ofa ſuperſedeasromy labour in this kind. 


all things 
ypon the power of nature, cooperating with the induſtrie 
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tunes, atis much honorable to God and greatly ſetuiceable 


theirs. | nd | 
1 deny not but And cherefore whereas by the voice and verdict of the 
man isreftered great and good God (the onely iudge of goodneſſe) there 


by gracets „ now 4 no man that doth good. no not one, Nay in regard of 
— ſuch goodnes; © none good but God alone: yet the goodneſſe 
creatures : But which is in creatures is not ſo far extinct, but that the glo- 
1/Z, the crea · rious Creator (ho after the creation oueruie wing the 
ter, have le creatures, ſound and pronounced all to be very good.) Now 
leff _ _ in the timeof finne and corruption ſurueying the world a- 
ginzing then gaine, long after the fall of Man, hee findes to (euen of 
man hath, theſe inferior and tetreſtriall bodies )to haue ſo much of 
. *Plal.14.3. their originall excellencie remainivg in them; that he pro- 
* Mark. ic. is. nouuceth of them (and of them in a ſpeciall manner aboue 
othets) / ba: tbey are good. 

And that goodneſſe of thoſe two creatures is ſo extraor- 
dinatie, that leſt Man by not knowing it ſhould want the 
benefit of it: he hath vouchſaſed to record it in that Booke 
of Bookes (herein hee hath made knowne himſelſe to 
man, and teueiled his holy will both for Iuſtice and Mer- 
cie) cueninthe holy Bible, I ſay he hach proclaimed to all 
the world the gooduelle ofthole two creatures, which for 
the moli part lie much negle cted, or at leaſt very little e- 
ſteemed ol all men. Eate Honey (ſaith God in the olde Te- 

Pron, ſtament) for it is good : Salt is good, ſaith Chriſt in the new 
Luk. 14.37 Ieſtament. 

And though there is nothing in the world, neither crea- 
ted by Cod, nor that he ſuffers to be in the world, but it 
hath ſome goodneſſe in it (fo good a God is hee) and is 
ſome way benefic iall to man and ſerviceable to himſelſe, 
and ſoconſequently are good in their kinde and degree; 
yet it muſt needs bee granted that there ate no _= of 

is 
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treatiſe of be goodneſſe' of Salt. 5 
their kinde of whom the Creator ſpeakes ſo much, and that 
in ſo full euident and tearmes. of commendation 
as of theſe two, Honey and Salt: of both which be affir 
matiuely and diffmitiuely pronounceth : a 4 
Honey is good, 
Salt is good, 

Now mens words are winde, and their praiſcs idle, and 
oftentimes(like men themſclues){gbter then vavity it ſelfe, Pfal. 6a. 
kb But Gods words are full of —— and truth: They are 
Pure (faith Salomon Ji they are Sure k ( faith David) ſure i prou. 30. C. 
from vacertainty: Pure from flatterie : when therefore he * Plal.:9.7, 
either praiſeth or diſgraceth, Man or Creature, we may reſt 
aſſured it is not without cauſe, | 

Neither ſo alone, but ſeeing euen men (if they be wiſe ) 
vſe not to admire trifles, nor make much praiſes of that 
that is little worth: ſurely God whois goodnes and great 
neſſe and wiſedome it ſelſe cannot bee deceined in the vn- 
derualewing or ouerprizing the 2— of any thing. 

But as ifa great Stateſman ſay ſuch a man is ar hom may 
be ſure he is no foole : or if a King ſay ſuch a one is rich, we 
may teſolue he is no begger : So when the moſt wiſe and 
mighty Creator, King of heauen and carth faith ſuch or 
ſuch a thing is Good, we may be ſure that ſome ſecret and 
extraorGinarie and much more then a yulgar goodneſſe 
dwels in that creature, 

God faith Nine was 4 great City, land ſo it was, euen j Genef. 10.13. 
beyond all Cities of that time. He cals Abſolon a beautifull 
oodly man ® and ſo he was, euen the mirrour of his time. He = 2.Sam.1 4.25 
calles eAſahel a ſwift runner, and no maruell, forno man 
might match him,nay no creature but the wild Roe. a God =, Sm. 2.18. 
_ Moſesa meeke man, o and was not he the meekeſt Numb. 12.3 
vpon earth? Job atnſt,and patient man. p and was not heea 10 f. 
Preſident for Iuftice, and apatterne for Patience to all a-· 12m. f. K. 
ges? Hefaith it is a molt fearefall tung to fall into the hands 
of the luuing God; and is there any thing fo terrible ? he ſaith. 
it is a moſt bleſſed thing to be bis ſernant, and is theie any 


thing ſo happy ? 
1 33 Then 
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Then let any man anſwere in reaſon: Shall he bee ex- 
traordlinatily faice, whom God calles faire? and hee extra- 
ordinarily ſwift, and meeke, and iuſt, and patient, whom 
he ſo calles? and ſhall that be exceeding Great, which hee 
calles Great: moſt ſweet which hee ſo calles : That moſt 
terrible, and that moſt bleſſed which hee ſo names ? And 
ſhall not that be in an extraordinary meaſure Good, which 
he calles Good? ſurely no reaſonable man, and much leſſe 
any Chriſtian can doubt of it. 


CuHaP, 3. 


That man ought to ſearch into the good- 
weſſe of Creatures, 


= Hat therefore ſuch creatures are exceeding 
N Good which God fo calles, I hope no man 
" 8 will make queſtion : But what and how 
l greatthe Goodnefle of that creature is that 
God calles Good, and wherein eſpecially 

that goodneſſe confifterh, that is more queſtionable, 

And furely it were no ſmall happineſſe to the world,if 
we could as well diſcouer and find out rhe goodneſſe of 
theſe two creatures,as it is certaine they are both of them 

ood in ſome extraordinary meaſure, 

More blameable is our backwardnes, and more ſhame- 
full our ignorance in this point: For to make them Good, 
and pronounce them Good, it belongs to God and not to 
man : but to find out and make vſe of their goodneſſe, 
that is the worke of man: The firft is done by ſludie and 
ſpeculation, che latter by practiſe and experience. 

Had God concealed from vs whether they had beene 
good or no, and put vs to trie and ſearch that our at our pe- 
tils: wherein (as in many things wee doe) wee might haue 

lie loſt our labour, finding that to be euil which wee 
imagined to bee good, it had beene ſome pretence to our 

idleneſſe. f 
ut 


treatiſe of the poodneſſe of Salt. y 
But when: as, not wiſe men, but the onely wife God 
hicnſelſe hath ſaued vs that labour, and deſini- 
tively they ate encellently Good, ſo that our labour is 
grounded vpon aa infallible foundation, our negligence 
is without all excuſe, if we ſeeke not by ſpeculation to find 
out, and by practiſe to make vſe of fo great a Googneſle, 

Ifa beggerly Mounntebanłe abuſe the world with pro- 
clamation of, l know not What, vertues and rare operatis 
ons of ſucha toote, or receit brought from a farre coun- 
trie, or newly deuiſed by himſelſe, by and by there bee 
found foole ſtore, that will caſt away their moneies, 
and endanger their healths, by making deſperate triall, of 
they know not what. A vaine Courtier cannot. commend 
a fooliſh faſhion of attire, but others will try it: An idle 
number cannot once commend a filthy Play, but hundreds 
runne to ſee it: An Epicure cannotcommend ſuch a meate 
or ſawce,ljur others will be trying how good it is. 

Thus euill men cannot ſo ſoone caſt a falſe colour of 
goodneſſe, an euill, or at the beſt an idle thing; but 
men are to make triall of it. And ſhall God himſelſe 
commend ſo good things, whoſe excellencicis not onely 
certaine, but extraordinary, and may hee not haue, if not 
the credit to bee truſted, at leaſt the right to haue them 
tried. | 

If a Wiſe man commend ſuch a book, ſot a good booke ; 
who will not teade it? If a learned and expert Phyfition. 
commend ſuch a receit, for ſome rate vertue, who wil feare 
to take it?Then let no wiſe Chriſtian offer ſo great wrong 
to ihe moſt high, as not to ſearch and make triall of that 
Goodneſſe, which is warranted by the word of his truth, 
Euen his, whoſe waies are all 2 and truth to them = 
truſt in bimgMercy in promifing; & Truth in perfornili 

Myſteries offaich he delivers vs vpon his word, and 2 
on that word of his, will haue vs to beleeue them: But as 
for myſteries of nature and ſecrets of Art, hee giues vs leave 
to try them, and commands no further to glue credit to 


them, then proofe giues vs warrant. 


As. 


5.16, 
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As therefore it were condemnable curioſitie, roſearch 
andpry into the myſieries of ſaich, and to ſecke to make 
chem iubiect to bumade arprebenſion :So is it inexcuſable 
ſlochfulneſſe, not to ſeatch narrowly into ſuch ſecrets of 
Natute, and ſuch excellency of the creatures as God bath 
vouchlaſed to reueale in his word. And no leſſe doth the 
iuſt and wiſe God condemne negligence in the latter, then 
cutioſity in the former: and no more ts faith and o- 
bedience to the former ; then diligent ſearch and triall of 
the latter. : 

Let ſuch thereforeas will not loſe their time in 
tion, nor their colt incriall, bend their ftuches, and turne 
their practiſe to the trialland vie of ſuch creatures as are 
commended to them by the Creator: ſo ſhall they bee ſure 
to loſe neither time nor coſt. 

Nou though it be moſt true which the Apoſile faith,e- 
uery creatnre of God us good, & in ſome meaſure, & to ſome 
purpoſe profitable and ſeruiceable to man: yet ſeeing God 
vouchſaleth, to ſay ſo onely of theſe two amongh all the 
inferiour creatures by a ſull, abſolute and definitive ſen- 
tence in a iar phtaſe and faſhion, it cannot but bee la- 
bour well beſtoy ed to conſidet of the goodneſſe of theſe 
creatures. STE | | 02 3129 

Goodneſſe is a thing amiable and lovely in it ſelfe; yen, 
ſo much as there is nothing lovely in the-vorid bur Good. 
neſſe : Nay God himſelſe doth not otherwiſe challenge to 
be n our heart, but becauſc hee is Coodneſſe 
it ſelſeqC. 1 11 102 

He lookes to be feared for his power, honoured ſor his 
iuſtice, admired for his wiſedome, but to be loued for his 


Ooodueſſe 


And this moſt inſinite and perſect Goodnes ofthe Crea- 
tor hath diffuſed & ſcatic ted the beams, and derived ſome 
ſparkes of goodneſſe into his creatures, ho therefore al- 
ſo are loved becauſe they be Good: and fo certainely doth 
loue. ho ys eſſe, that euery creature the more 
good it is, che more it is Joued, and nothing can make any 


creature 
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creature loued but Goodneſſe. | 
Man is a goodly and glorious creature: yet thar ( faith 
the holy Ghoſt) rhar 4 to be deſired of a man i his goodneſſe : Prou. i 4.21. 
much more may I then conclude the ſame of all inferiour 
creatures: That, that is to le regarded and deſired and ſought 
after in a creature, is the goodneſſe of it. a 
As therefore when we would know what a man ſuch a 
one is, we aske what good doth he: So when wee would 
know what any creature is, it behooues vs to aske, what it 
is good for. 
Now for the manifold goodnes and excellency of theſe 
two creatures, Home and Salt, how great it is, and how far 
ond the vulgar conceit, and the ordinarie vſe that is had 
of them; God doth not tie vs to beleeue his word, but bids 
vs make triall and then truſt. n 


Cnar. 4. | 
Of the particular commendations of Henie and 
Salt expreſſed in the Scriptures, 


Nd the better to encourage vs in making 
ES triall, and to aſſure vs our labour ſhall not 
be loſt, hee proclaimes to the world, not 
& once but often, not one way but many 
Wowi the extraordinary Goodneſſe and 
excellency of theſe two creatures, 
To ſpeake but briefly of the former, becauſe the more 
ample conſideration ofit is teſerued for another 
nity; let vs content our ſelues (for the preſent) with that we 
find in the holy Scriptures. 
When God would chuſe out a countrie for his beſt be- 
loued people, and encourage them to goe to it: hee tels 
them: r It is a lanil that flo\veth with milke and Honie, r Exod. 3. f. 
When he would make knowne to his children the vn- 
ſpeakable beauty, and fpirituall ſweetnes of Religion, hee 
chuſeth to expreſſe it in this reſemblance, it is ſweeter then 
Homie ot the Honie comb. \ Pial. 19. co. 
| C When 
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When he would deſcribe a flouriſhing and well gouer- 
ned countrie, a happie and glorious time, herein no good 
thing is. wanting, hee pleaſeth thus to deſcribe it:: Batter 
, and honie ſhall euery one eate that is Withiv the land, 

When Chriſt would {ct out the ſweetneſſe and excellen- 
cie of the ſtate of grace and glory wherein hee makes his 
Church partake with himſelfe,he ſaith; / «te wy hony combe 
and my honie, I dranke my mine and my milkg ; Come O friends, 


eate and rgake you merrie, O welbe/oned, 

Such account doth God make of this creature : The 
therefore that will cake paines either to write, or rache 
ypon the nature, properties, vertue, and ſtrange operations 

of this creature, may heere ſee hee ſhall not worke vpon a 


barren ſubiect. 

But if we pleaſe to conſider of the other of theſe two, 
namely Salt, It is ſtrange to ſee how the Lord of allcrea- 
tures hath as it were neuer ſatisfied himſelfe in honouring, 
praiſing and extolling the Goodneſle of it, 

When he makes his long laſting couenants of grace and 

Chro. u z. g. metcy wich his people; u hat faith he but this ? x I will male 

12. Chro. 3. 5. ,,. 

Numb. 18.1 9. With you conenant of ſalt, 

When he eſtabliſheth the forme ofhis owne ſervice and 

y Levir.2,1z. order of his ſacrifices, he commands that v every ſacrifice bee 

Ezech.43.14 ſeaſoned with ſalt : and bids take heede that they forget not 

Leut. 2.13. he ſalt of the conenant of ther God: Some ſacrifice cone 
ſilts of beaſts, ſome of birds; in ſome is wine, in ſome oyle; 

» Mark.9.49.' in ſome honie, in ſome meale : But ſalt in all. 

Leu. t. . 13. When the Apoſtle would forbid all abſurdity, vanitie, 
filthineſſe and impiety,in the tongue, and ſhew a man how 
to expreſſe all naturall, morall and ſupernaturall grace in 
ſpeech, he ſaith no more, but includes all in this, Let your 

Coloſſ. 4. 6. ſpeech be prations and powdered with ſalt, 

When Chriſt would honour the Apoſtolicall and Mini- 

ſteriall ſunction to the world,he dignifies it with this ticle : 

Matih. 5.13. yon are the ſalt of theearth: and when he would haue a man 
compleate in all vertue,and full of all goodneſſe, hee com- 

Mark 9.599 prehends it all in this, Have ſalt in your ſelnes, No maruell 

*. then 
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then if our bleſſed Saviour proclaimes to all the world hat 
ſalt is good : For if ſpirituall grace and vertue and holineſſe 
in the higheft degree be firly and truly tearmed a ſpirituall 
Salt, then aſſuredly (if Chrift bee a ſufficient Philoſopher, 
and knowes how to ſpeake properly) wee may ſafely con- 
clude that naturall Salt is one of the moſt excellent and ver- 
tuous amongſt theſe terreſtriall creatures : wherefore it 
may ſeeme labour well ſpent to deſcend vnto a more di- 
ſin and particular — of this Elogwm and tare 
commendation that Chriſt giues ir, ſaying, 
Salt is good, 


CHAP, 5. 


Of the manifold goodneſſe of Salt for natural 
and morall t ſe. 


O ſpeake of the Salt of nature; that admira- * et guru 
ble quinteſſence I leaue to the paineful and — 
patient(and much to be pitied \ miſts: 5 qui ** 

to yo of the many ſorts a 


nds of nn deſiderer, 
artificiall Salt made by man, and of the ma- & merits cum 
ner how to make and extract them, I leaue to other pro- 5% 4ebet om- 
f nis cibus quod 
feſſions: I will not moue out of my Sphere, nor wander |, fratiaſat 
out of my element, I will therefore confine my ſelſe within caſiad. var. 
the bounds of holy Scripture and approued ptactiſe? And b. 1 2,cap.24. 
as I walke along will but point at the ſeuerall and ſpeciall 800 primum & + 
tts of Goodneſſe ſhining in that creature, — — 
And firſt euery one knowes, that ſalt is that that giues 4400 u vita 
relliſh and taſte to all things that man eates; wherevpon it bamana ſine 
is called the a ſeaſoner of all things, What relliſh is there Salenequit de- 
faith /eb, in that that wants Salt? and in this reſpect it is ſo ; ng aſs. in 
neceſſarie, that as the learned teach, without it the life of job 6.6, 
man cannot conſiſt b. 
And becauſe it giues all things their owne true taſte and 
perfect reliſh, therefore thence the ancient learned did 
draw the vſe of it from naturall to morall actions; in ſo 
SS * much 
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Salt comprehend the or- 
—— much as vnder the — — — * ; 
— | naments and complements ſtanding and fruits of 
tum Sal vt t4- rations of an actiue vnderſtanding cad 
— — hey cald 4 /ales : and hee that had nothing in 
— — — bum a fellow without Salt: inſalſiu, m/pidue, 
bine Sales ps 1 — eaſons ſo it preſerues from putre faction in —— 
— as — which without it would 2 by s — * 
. it w new 2 
— cor- wer of Salt hath — — — — ages: In this reſpect the 
pore micaſalis. made able to en reat (if not too much) honour to it: 
Tenge, vile — — thing; and Plate faith, chat of all 
rations indjcy, dee th — Salt in the nature and operation of it, 
& pie opinie. — : divine and celeſtiall ſubſtances. And for 
—— mower. waa — — hatſoeuer ſome doe triflingly conceit ) 
Exec.cap.4 * this cauſe it was (w tterly forbad- the vſe of Salt cuen in 
a) ry & therthe 75 — ay and not for deteſtation; and 
4 winam doctri- their brea , qo alwaies when they came to receiue an 
nam indica. thence came it, Gere, they vſed do being forch Kai 
greg _ — ſalt f: And indeed(faith bebe _—_ 
© Home b q : - ; 
— — This is a moſt diuine property in „. —— 
winum appellat; 4 s from corruption, and as a ſecond ſoule 
mfg 5 : 2 if — int hem and preſerues them being dead from putre- 
rip Sale re l * 
2 . 4- ſaction, as the ſoule did when they were _ ates 
nic i & So that looke what the ſoule was to a 8g body 
proinde Zet reaine proportion is Salt to a dead body. God 
n for the better demonſtration of this truth, the 
prorſus a ſale And ort — whos he madealthingsfobeſt knowerh 
abſtinutre, of truth —— P 
aburveſers. the matureofallthi ah h. le or his Prieſts, hee vſet 
D | inp covenants with his people or ) 
—_— 5 ſe, [ haus done it by aperpetmall conenant of Salt. 
tis. Eraſ. Pier. this phra * and preſerues, ſoit is moſt excellent Phy- 
F Diuma re- As it ſeaſons * N omit that 
Sonſurt Salem ſicke both to man — rncratinh 
& ſabTappone. | ichthe greateſt Philoſop 1 
— lone may bee extracted the moſt powerfull, w 
—_—_— ——— Phyſicke in the world. F galt Js 
A Greg Ne, This we are ſure of, that euen the rudeand raw Sa 


— — ” molt helpefull and wholeſome to mans body; _— — 
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it is that Galen k preſcribes infants newly borne to be pre- Aud Wernber 
ſently waſhed with Salt before they be ſwadled: And A.- de admirandis. 
wicenna bids that this be done ſpeedily, as they tender the Hungarie aquis, 
health and ſafety of the child, ; _ 8.19. 
And though theſe Phyſitions bee worthie to be truſted k — — * 
(being lo great men) in their owne facultie, yet it makes de ſauitate tu- 
much for the honour of this truth, that God himſelſe auers dacirca 
the ſame : for to this alludes the Prophet when hee ſaith o — . 
Ieruſalem: Thy nauell was not cut, thou wait not waſht With — > 
water, vor ſalted with Salt : vpon which words faith Theo- bus adbibere. 
doret, © Midwines vſe to apphe Salt to infants newly borne, Theod. in Cant, 
Nor is it Phyſicke to mans body alone, but euen to all Ezech.16.4. 
creatures, who therefore not onely willingly eate it being — — 
brought them, but ſeeke it when they want it: And to this Fo medicine 
end faith an ancient DoQtor It is vſuall to ſet whole pillers ſee Munſter in 
or fones of (als before creatures that are not well or in ill li- vis Coſmog, lib, 


king, that they may by licking thereof reconer and become —— * 


N mus quod pe- 

And it ſeemes by that Father, that it was an vſuall and tra ſatis brutis 
— Phyſicke in Italie for their cattell. And fois it v- —— 

ed in Poland continually as a Munſter rteth. And t cr 

ſeeing Salt is ſo great a —— onely to ry continuing — 
and preſeruing, but even to the reſtoring of health in man & melierari. 
and all creatures; it is no maruell that the ancient Latins Greg. in hom. 
did deriue their denomination of health from Salt: (o ſalas 1 gl. 
4 ſale ) which opinion I ſhould not haue ventured vpon — — 
my ſelfe, had not great learved men gone before me heere- — x 
in, As Lypſix himlelfe both teſtifies andallowes. o Lipfaus in di- 

And hence doubtleſſe it comes that ſtipends and penſi- u. Hal- 
ons ſor maintenance were called p ſalaria, as the learned — 1a h 
doe write : and the holy text it ſelſe ſeemes to approue as — * = 
much; for in Ezra 4.14. wee finde that the officers and tis ad Paxcirel- 
courtiers of Artaſbaſpt in their letters of complaint writ- i derebus 
ten to the king againſt the Iewes ; where we ſay wee haue — = — 
been maintained, brought vp, andreceined penſions in the — any 
langs palace, they ſay, as the words ſound in the originall : Era. . 14. 


We baus eaten the ſalt of the kings palace. 
C3 


And 
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Ho ores no as the ſoule is a pure creature amongſt the ſpitituall; 


16,947,616, ſo Salt is one of the pureſt amongſt tetreſtriall bodies 
& 624 he ancients held a great degree of puritieto be in Salt; 


ſacrificys:Pan* In this reſpect (faith the learned) great hath alwaies 
cirollus & ſal- been the authoritie and reſpeR giuen to Salt I 
— ſacriſices: the Heathen never ſacrificed withcut their 

— Aola , which Vergil calls Meola ſale aſper ſa Horace, 
cia ine mla Mola ſalſa, as alſo Plautus: and without this they held 
Saſſa. Pl. il they could not pleaſe nor pacific their gods. Where in it 


A7. appeares how the diuell is but Gods ape, and imitates his 
t 


— — 22 worſhip, who commands in his la we, that xs ſacrifice be of 
un ered without Salt. 
— And from the conſideration of this puritie and power 
wis & puritatis of preſeruing that is in Salt, comes it; that the ancients 
— made Salt to bee the ſigne and ſymbole of many vertues, 
quis multis & eſpeciallie of true friendſhip the moſt diuine action per- 
fuſclibus in v- formed amongſt men; to which end, and from which 
num ſoliduw ground came To cuſtome of our forefathers to ſer Salt vp. 
corpus cad on the table before all meate, and to let it be firſt ſet on and 
—.— laſt taken away : and though the feaſt were neuer fo 
niunt in vu ſumptuous, yet was it impetfect without Salt, which ap- 
ita wt fiant pla peares not onely by that olde verſe : Ons menſa male po- 
Yo Pier. virus abſque ſale But by the graue teſtimonies of diuerſe 
— learned, which write, that Salt is the ſigne and ſymbole of 
nut Left. antig. friewd/hip, for which cauſe it is firſt ſet on the table, and lat 
bb.7.cap.l. talen away, and is alwaies to be ſet on before the gueſts come. 


As 
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As though they ſhould tell vs that our ſoreſathers did 
heeteby intend that the gueſts ſeeing Salt on the table, 
might ſee they were invited in pue, and were loued before 
they came; and ſeeing it laſt vpon the table aſter all meate, „ ſalami 
might ſee that fealts might l. aue an end, but loue ſhould ticles — 
laſt for euer. perſtucrantia 
And hereupon it is(fay alſo divers learned and diligent f 
writers) that / It hath been beld emivons aud walnchie 7 e 
bave the Sali fall aud br ſpult pen the table, y becauſe it did Tal is 
argue, as they feared, a breaking ot difloluing of fried - menſamprofur- 
ſhip, which (as Salt is of many cornes) is contracted of ſe. di contigerit. 


verall hearts of men, combining themlelues in one bond 1% Hils. 
of loue. reghpb. hy Mb, 
And fromthe ſame ground doubtleſſe came the pro- — 52 — 


uerbe, that two friends haue eaten together a buſhell of Sic etiam Stuc- 
Salt: rather then of wheate or anything elſe, though the : Antiquit. 
vulgar only applie it to the length of time in which the % U. . 
friendſhip hach been growing a 
N * . de A- 
And thence alſo it ſeemes it might very well come, — 
to teach one another Salt is held and practiſed in moft Na- Ia . 
tions as a dutie of ciuilitic and common courteſie, and for. — 2 
the molt part is required and done by one friend to ano- fo — — 
ther: and in ſome Nations is held a ſigne of fo great fami- fuiſſe — 
liaritie(if ic be done by a man to another mans wife) as vt in prophanis 
they hold it a ſufficient cauſe of ĩelouſie and quarell*, babitam facit 
And no maruell,for in ancient times they held it fo ſa- menſam carere 
r ſadno: contra 
cred and religious a thing, as iſ the table wanted Salt, they ef, al 
held it to be prophane : but if Salt be once ſet on, then the nſan conſe· 
table was conſecrated, as Aſacrebiiu notes (the great ob- crabat: wi ex 
ſerver of antiquities), By whom alſo and by others it is ile Macroby 
, : | a liquet. Sic as 
apparent that they held it ſo divine a creature, as it was, Le, 
neuer joyned with any thing but their gods: in ſo much l appo. 
as in all high feaſts the gueits held not themſelues wel- e le- 
come, nor ſafe, vnleſſe the Salt and the ſhrines of their gods — derum. 4 
were let vpon the table: the Sale they conceived did at- J | 
; 4 : : ud Statr,Caſle | 
gue their welcome, and kind acceptation: and their Ima- giv; ie | 
ges of their gods to be their protection, lag, menſe. 
Cuar, 


(4) * 30. 


Land. 


— — 
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Cup. 6. 


That Salt is profitable to generation and multiplica- 
tion is all lining Creatures. 


A Nd this Seaſoner of all things, this Preſer- 

Quer of all things, this — pure creature 

AN hath yet a more excellent operation, which 
ide ancient learned did alſo hold a divine 


property in it a, namely that ir greatly a- 


cb. 1,660 
n.70 uailes to generation b, and not onely _— and ſhar- 
| et 


ec etiam in pens, but continually augmenteth and encreaſeth the ge- 
ſe divinumbe- neratiue faculty: and hereof they gave many demonſtrati- 
— _ ons, as that no part ofthe world did multiplie fo incredi- 
— enxi. bly, either for variety, number or greatnes, as the ſea which 
nam in ſebaben is lalt, and that no houſe did ever breed that number of 
e ſemimalem miqęe or tats, as a ſhip that lyeth or paſſeth in the ſea, 

* ww of And hence came it that the oy learned, ſaigned Ve- 
— Rs nus or the mother of generation to haue her beginni 
— mari. from the froth of ſalt water e, and it is obſeruable that 
vir immenſa howſocuer other of their idle and idoll gods were by them 
murium vis ſo- ſuppoſed to be barren : yet all their ſea gods and goddeſſes 
— were euer fruitfull, By all which OT no further mea- 

te vencrem ning, but to let the world know that the moiſtneſſe and 
Fngunt èꝭ Salo ſaltneſſe of the ſea are the true, proper and powerfull cau- 
waſci : Et omnes ſes not onely of generation, but of multiplication alſo, 
460 — Neither did the Heathen roue at randome in this point, 
_ — 4 % for God himſelfe avers it in the holy text. 
mal adeo r- For proofe whereof, let all men obſetue howat the cre- 
cundum vt om- ation, when God ſaid of the earth, let it bring forth trees 
nia marina E. and lants, &c. And for foules, Let the foule flie in the o- 


uncl. firmament: and ofcattell, Let the earth bring forth the 


Pier Hierog. 


Paxtirellus & living thing according to his kinde, & c. of fiſhes in a pe- 
Selmuth.de re- culiar phraſe he ſaith, Let the waters bring forth in abun- 
bus inzentis, dance, euety thing that hath life: And it is not without 


— 5 cauſe that God faith of and to the fiſhes rather then other 


ynreaſonable 
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vnreaſonable creatures: 4 Encreeſe and multiplic and fill the * Genel 1.24. 
waters, And in the 104. Plalme (that compendinm of all 
naturall Philoſophic ) after he had ſhewed how cuery ele- Sciendum ef 
ment is furniſhed with his particular kinde of creatures, % hib ex 
he concludes with the fea in theſe words; O Lord how ma- wo — 
vi fold are thy workes inwiſedome baſt thou made them all, the inveniemus be. 
earth is full of thy riches: ſo is the great and wide fea alſo, nedixiſſe, ni 
— creeping innumerable both ſmall and great — 
fs 
Theearthisfull;burio the ſea are innumerable: Of the aa g. ov. 
beaſts of the earth the learned haue obſerued, that there be am,lib.s. 
(alaſſe)ſcarce x 20.ſeuerall kinds ; and of the foules of the , Scaliger Bxer 
aire there cannot bee many more or ſcarce ſo many. But 200, . 
who canreckon the kinds of creatures in the Seas, or the Cardande ſub» 
number of any one kinde? If any bee ſo preſumptuous to 4.6. io. 
thinke they can, let them heare themſelues controled by — 
the voice of God himſelſe, ſaying, therein are things cree- Gene Tom.. 
ping innumerable, hb.r 1 diſpet, 
And the learned doe well know that this is aſcribed as 8.9.10.11, 
originally vnto moiſture, which is principiums generatio- 
vi: So principally alſo the to ſaltneſſe of the waterf, and t aG 
therefore it is that there are not only more particulars, but ge Sale. lib. 1, 
farre greater variety of kinds of living creatures in the ſalt cap.32.6 Va- 
waters then in the riuers that are freſh(taking quantitie %, de/acra 
for quantity) for in the inland rivers is moiſture — Phieſecap.34: 
in the ſea moiſture and ſaltneſſe both together. And vpon 
the ſame reaſon it is that rivers which runne into the ſea, 
and by the courſe and recourſe of the ſea, doe participate 
— the — — — _ _ fruitfull chen 
es or ponds, vnleſſe t pen by art and induſtry. 
"I to ſhew that ſalt hath this generative and fructify- 
ing R—_— onely in water where it hath moiſture to 
aſſiſt ir; Therefore the wiſedome of the Creator hath ap- 
pointed, leaſt moiſture ſhould ſeeme to carrie away all 
this honour from ſaltneſſe, that the ſame experiment and 
concluſion ſballbe found true in creatures that live vpon 
the earth or aire,as their — and cannot liue 
in 
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in waters: The learned haue obſerued, and they that love 
1 fl gignendi hunting know it to be true, that when they would main- 
facultatem ex- taine and multiplie a good breed of dogs, they feede them 
pergeſacit acu- Vith certaine kinds of falriſhmeates. 
_ & muck And eAriſtotle himfclfe hath not feared to write(which 
22 Aue, vnleſſe I were warranted with ſo ſoueraigne an authority 
per, ſalſamen- as his I ſhould not haue done: namely) that mice by eating 
tis eos paſcunt, of Salt doe conceiue h. 
e, Nor is this more true ſor the beaſts then for ſoules. As 
_ — 'Eraf, the diligent obſeruer will eaſily find: For of all foules wee 
& Pierias, fee and find by experience that the Doues and Pigions 
v Alures abroſo who doe eate Salt with ſpeciall delight are moſt fruitſull, 
Sole pregnan- whereupon it is vſuall to lay them ſalt ſtones in their Coats 
_—— to feede vpon: which that it is not artificiall but nacurall 
vat. Animal. and that the Doues eate this not ſo much being brought to 
it by any art, or practiſe of man, as by their owne naturall 
diſpoſition, appeares in that the poore birds, rather then 
they will want it, will ſeeke it and ſucke it out of vncleane 
places, and picke it with their beakes out of walles and 
rubbiſh. 
tones pee · Andleſt we ſhould imagine it tobe ſome peculiarity in 
des ſi ſemel gu- the nature of theſe creatures, and not to belong to others: 
Saverint Sal, the ancient learned haue obſerued that all living creatures 
— 0h, — loue it: and eate it with great delight i, 


— 0c o uhich end the teſtimonie of Gregorie the great is very 


K — rematkeablek: #ee often ſee that ſalt loner are ſet before 
— Wo g. cartel, that they may better — — aud reconer them- 
nangel, ſelues by licking the Salt, By whoſe words it is apparant, it 

was held good for al kind of creatures without exception: 
L Munſteras Nor is this vſuall onely in Italy, but in Poland alſo, a coun- 


coſmog lib. . trie as cold as Italie is hotte: It is recorded that they com- 
U monly giue their cattell Salt to cate l. 


CuaP, 
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"Cuar, 7. 


That, Salt which makes all other things fruitful 
canne: make the earth barren, 


Nd as Salt hath this power in reaſonable 

and ſenſitiue — and much 
more hath it ypon vegetables, and ypon 
the earth the — and bearer of all 
vegetables: The more firange is the 
vulgar opinion, that Salt makes earth 
barren,and hinders the fruits thereof : which opinion the 
more generall itis, the more dangerous is the errour of it, 
and the better ſeruice is it to mankinde to diſcouer and 
remoue it. 

I confeſſe many learned men, ſpeaking curſorily of Salt, 

and not entring into ſerious conſideration of the matter, 
haue affirmed that Salt makes earth batren, which if the 
matter had been queſtioned and diſcuſſed they would not · g eros in 
haue done, But aboue all, the Ieſuites in their * Commen- nozum Teſta 
taries, are moſt peremptorie in their affirmation hereof : mentam. Tom. 

et to doe them right, they doe not argue the point and 1 7 
then conclude, but onely affirme ic barely and by the way; Aaldasa — 
for verily they have wit enough to haue ſcene the truth angel. Barra 
hereof, if euer they had entred — — res — — — — 
for my ownepart though I will not ſay as Delrio the le- Dellio in d- 
ſuite Ach of ker this opinion likes me the better, be- — 
cauſe the Teſuites diſlike it: yet this I will ſay that it likes « Aariana de 
me much the better that they were not the firſt finders of veg. ib. i. 

it, who haue beene the fathers and founders of ſuch dam- —_— 8 ＋ 
nable opinions, as Equinocation,excommunicating, depoſing, 1. 
— and murthering of Kings * : That —— mult — 
not be diſcloſed though it touch the liſe of Rings and States be ecoflerns in 
that 4 Prieit had better lie with another mans wife then his Enchirid.cap de 
one © : that an Image of God is to be worſhipped a God bum. —_ 
felfe4, Theſe and ſuch are 3 * to bee A — 40. 


— — — ——— — 


2 — 
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out of leſuites braines ; theſe do well beſeeme them: well, 
let them haue the honour thereof, which I thinke none wit 
enuie them, (vnleſſe it bee the diuell, who cannot poſſiblie 
take it well, to bee put to ſchoole by his owne prenti ſes:) 
for our parts it ſufficeth vs to ſee that thoſe who haue been 
the authours of ſuch opinions, and deſenders of ſuch pra- 
ctiſes as theſe, had neuer the grace to be the deuiſers of an 
good thing. And ſurely we maruell not, iſ the moſt iuſt an 
wiſe God would not ſuffer them to be che firſt inuentets of 
ſo great a bleſſing as this is, who haue beene che authours, 
fathers and founders of ſuch deteſtable and prodigious o- 
pinions, | | 
They would make the world beleeue that their huge 
volumes of commentaries (wherinI confeſſe there is good 
learning) doe make vp all defects and ſupplie all wants that 
be in others, we ſhould the rather haue beleeued it, iſ they 
had diſcouered this truth, that ptomiſeth lo great happines 
to the world : but our owne interpreters haue come nearer 
tothe knowledge hereofthen they have done; let vs there- 
fore labour to {ct forward that which by them is ſo well 


begunne. 
Firſ therefore ſeeing Salt is a helpe to generation, and 
a cauſe of fructifying and multiplication in all other crea- 


tures; as in man, in beaſts, in foules, in fiſhes ; it ſolloweth 


by the rules of reaſon and law of logicke, that it is alſo of 
the ſame power and yertue in vegetables; and he that will 
denie this induQtion, muſt inſtance in ſome creature that 
hath life and rene wes, wherein the contrary is to be found 
true, or elſe witbout foule abſurdity he cannot auoide the 
concluſion. 

And to ſay that the other creatures haue liſe, but the 
carth hath none; therefore Salt may worke vpon chem, and 
not vpon the earth, will not ſerue he turne. 

For firſt, though it haue not liſe properly (as ſenſitiue 
and reaſonable creatures) yet it hath a certain ſpirituall vi- 
gout and liuely force in ĩt, by which it fruRifies and yeer- 
rene wes, and this forceand vigour ( hich is to it as na- 

| turall 
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turall life is to living creatures) doth ſpend it ſelſe in bree- 
ding minerals, and ſending out vegetables of infinite va- 
riery, and if it bee too much taken on, and not ſometime 
ſpared, this force and vigour of it will decay 1m — 
it is that -husbandmen let the earth reſt every third or 
fourth yeere, that ſo the ſtrength and vertue of itmay bee 
tene weed. 5 * 6 a 

No iſ there be ſuch a life in the earth, as doth by vſe 
ſpend and weare away, and may bee rene wed by ſpating, 
then ſurely it may alſo bee holpen, — and aug- 
mented by that which is the common helpe of Nature. 
And ſurcher, iſ the earth it ſelſe had no life in it, yet the 
fruits; che corne and other vegetables that grow vpon the 
earth haue a degree of life in them, and that is ſufficient to 
our purpoſe: for when wee ſay Salt makes the earth fruit- 
full, che meaning is, it makes it bring forth corne, graſſe, 
fruits, &c. more plentiſull and more wholeſome, 

Now that Salt the common helper. of all creatures 
ſhould onely bee hurtfull to the earth, is both ynnaturall 
and ynreaſonable : Many Philoſc (faith a learned 


late writer) haue ſaid that Salt is the ſonle of the vil, Toſephus Quer- 
the quickening ſpirit and that which generateth all thing x. — 
Surely then it were more then ſtrange, if that which * 1 


meeting with the naturall ability of all other exeatures, 
makes — more fruitfull, if that I ſay meeting, conc ur- 
ning, and ( with the helpe of arte) cooperating with the na- 
turall yigour of the earth ſhould in it onely loſe his force, 
and make it more barten then before. | 
What fault is it(thinke wee) the earth hath made, hat 
great treaſon againſt Nature, or the God of nature hath 
our mother earth committed, more then her children the 
other creatures, that ſhe alone ſhould bee depriued of the 
common benefit of nature ? that Salt the foueraigne hel- 
per of all things ſhould hurt her, that which preſerues all 
things,ſhould poyſon her,that which quickens all things, 
ſhould corrupt her, that which makes all things Ruch e, 
ſhould make her barren? 
D 3 Are 
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fortunate mother; happie creatures, but moſt vnhappie 
earth. Let therefore the wilfull be ill blind, and he at 
wilt be ignorant, let him be ignorant: but let the prudent 
and wiſe of heart know, that ſeeing Salt makes euery erea- 


Are not weall (euen all creatures) in a ſort children of 


the Barth, and is not Earth the common mother of vs al? 


ſe aske bim who being bidden by the Oracle to go kiſſe 


his mother, fell downe and kift the earth)? Shall then Salt 
love the children and hate the mother? Can it be ſo bene- 
ficiall to them and hurtfull to her: ſo liberall to them, and 
ſo ſtrait handed to her? O fortunate children, but moſt vn- 


ture more lively and fruitfull where it comes, it cannot but 
haue the ſame — and vertue in the earth, if it be ſear 
ſonably and moderatly vſed. 


CHAP. 8, 


That Salt makes all good and fraitfull earth; better 
| — fraicfal, 


Nd that this knowledge of theirs may ap- 
i) peare to bee no idle ſpeculation, nor a 
private conceit, Iwill lay downe ſome de- 
monſtratiue reaſons for the learned and 
iudicious: leauing the vulgar to that one, 
— and to _ the onely ſatisfactorie and 
ſwaſiue argument, namely, experience. 

8 firſt that the Earth is inriched and made more 
fruicfull for Corne, graſſe, fruit trees, and all other vege- 
tables: by diſcreet vic and application of Salt, I thus make 
it euident. 

All earth is either ſruitfull enough in the nature of it 
ſelfe, and ſo is but a little (eſpecially in this Iland) or it is 
more or leſſe barren and 7 helpe of Art, as the moſt in 
theſe kingdomes doth. 

That which is fruitfull of ir ſelſe, is it not hence, by rea- 
fon of the true temper and conuenient mixture of — 
an 
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and moiſture? which as in man, ſo in all other creatures 

are the cauſes of generation and meanes of preſeruation 

(as coldnes and drines are of the contrarie) : Now what is 

the radicall moiſture, and naturall heate of any creature, 

but the ſalt of nature in that creature? 

For as the learned teach, in every fat and good earth 
there is Salt to bee found : which how ſtrange ſoeuer it 
ſeeme to the ignorant, yet it is ſo certainly & vndoubted- 
ly true, that a sxilful Salt-maker,though but a mechanical 
man, and ignorant of the ſecrets of Nature, will by meere 
waſhing extract three kinds of ſalt out of a ſat and fertile 
earth. Seeing then there is a ſalt in all good earth, and the 
better, fatter, and more fertile earth, the more ſalt in it; 
and yet y ſalt being extracted or waſhed away, the earth 
remaining is barren and vnfruitfull: It followeth in rea- 
ſon, that that which makes good earth fertile, is onely or 
at leaſt principally the naturall ſaltiſhnes of the earth. 

And this will be cleere, if wee conſider the particular 
forts of good earth, For firſt of all, can there be any earth 
ſo hot, (in our Climate eſpecially) but it may bee bettered 
by that lively and cheriſhing heate that is in Salt? And if 4 
that good earth hap to be too moiſt, there is no man will 
denie but Salt hach power to drie vp the ſuperfluitic of 
that moiſtnes: as alſo if it be too cold, that Salt is of force 
to warme and heate it, and to adde ſuch a fire ofnature to 
it, as ſhall put euen anew life into it, 

But wharifthe earth be drie (fay ſome) how then can it 
be holpen by Salt, which is alſo drie? 

Whether it be drie,or how drie it is, I leaue that ſpecu · Brewers do of 
lation to the Philoſophers, For the practiſe I can ſay this, n and gecpe 
(on chat no more then tradeſmen and ſeruants can ſay al- 41,904 
0) 


that Salt laid vpon clay doth moiften and ſoften it; — 4 


which without it becomes exceeding drie and hard, If leaven by laying 
then all reaſon yeelds, and all men confeſſe that Salt can- ali vpon them, 3 
not but be good for earth that is moiſt and cold: and con- which witbout 
j 4 Inge 4 ſalt they cannot 
tinual experience proclaimes that it is good for earth that , 


is hard and drie : And if there be Salt in all good earth, and 
the 
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the better the earth, the more ſalt, and the leſſe ſalt, the 
worſe earth; and that true ſalt may bee taken out of the 

ood earth, and being taken out, that good earth becomes 
— that this is not onely affu med true in the {| 
culation of che learned, but proued true by the — of 
che vulgar : then I hope that this concluſion will from 
theſe premiſſes neceſlarily reſult, that good earthis good 
by reaſon of Salt, either naturally abiding in it, or artifi- 
cially applied vnto it. | 

And to adde one reaſon more in few words: why ſheuld 
not Salt haue the ſame power and operation in the earth 
it ſelfe, which it hath in the fruites, rootes, and other vege- 
tables that come out of the earth ? Bur (faith a great and 
Ex relatioe ancient Phyſitian) ell ſalt is, as it were, a ſpurre to other 
Loſepbi Quer- medicines with the which it is mingled: for it maketh tbem to 
celani. worke more ſpeedilie. Therefore in all reaſon it muſt needs 
alſo worke the ſame effect in the earth, which breeds and 
beares and ſends out all theſe vegetables. 

Nowifany obiect, that it is likely enough it will work 
in that manner _ the earth, ſo that it will make ir fru- 
Qtific more ſpeedily,and ſpend the vigour of it, and ſo will 
after a time make it more barren, To this obiection I 
would anſwere, but that I reſerue it for a more convenient 
place: meane time, if this ar doe but evince thus 
much,that it will for the t time make the earth fruit- 
full, it doth all it came for. Let ſo much then be 
for the pteſent, and we ſhall ſhew in due time how topre- 
uent that ſuppoſed inconuenience. 

Out of theſe two arguments I it is euident: firſt, 
that good earth is good by reaſon of Salt. Secondly, that 
all ſimples that come — — earth, doe worke their 
operation more ſpeedily and liuely by verrue of Salt. Out 


of both which I hope ĩt conſequently followes, that there- 
fore good earth may be bettered by the ſeaſouable and 
conuenient vſe of Salt. 


Cu AN 
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CHAP. 9. 
That Salt makes barren carth fruitful, 
2 / 


| Or the land that is barren and needs helpe(as the 
DJ 
d'5 


8g 2244 greateſt part doth) we ſee the indufirie of man 

och helpe it by an application of ſome kinde 
ot Compoſt, the yſe whereof is to ſoften, moiſten, molliſie 
and ſatten the earth, - 

Now all the Compoſts that generally haue hitherto bin 
vſed in the world, are of three forts : namely, ſuch as come 
either from Animals, Vegetables, or Minerals. 

1. From liuing creatures, as dung of men, beaſts, and 
fowles : ſhreds of cloath : ſhavings of hornes, &c. 

2. From Vegetables or things that grow out of the 
earth, as the ah of many things burnt doe helpe the 
earth :the droſſe of Diers fatts, &. 

3. From Minerals or creatures that are in the earth, as 
Lime, Matle, Chalke and ſuch like. 

But hat is it in all cheſe that makes the earth ſruitfull? 
Is it the groſſe ſubſtance? Nay it is too groſſe ignorance 
ſo to imagine. What is it then? Surely as ofthe meate that 
man eates, that that fils the bodie is the ſubſtance, but that 
that feeds, fattens and ſtrengthens the body, and makes it 

apt for generation, is the ſweet moiſture and lively faltiſh 
vigour, which nature ſeparates and extracts out of the 
meate,by that admirable naturall heate that is in the vitall 

arts, So in Compoſt, that that covers the earth is the ſo- 
id grofle matter; but that that feedes and fattens and 
makes it fruitfull is the ſpirituall part, and that is the ſal- 
tiſh vigour that is in all thoſe Compoſts. For they know 
little — know not there is a ſalt, or a ſaltiſh ſpitit in 

them, and eaſie to bee extracted by Art out of Dung, 

Aſhes, Lime, Marle, &c. v 442; 

Now if the faltiſh vigour being extracted and ſepara- 
ted from theſe Compolts:ifthen, I ſay, the ſubſtance re- 
E maining 
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maining be but as droſſe and excrements, and will doe no 

good, but rather bee a burthen and a hinderance to the 

earth, and if that little that is extracted, doe as much good 

or more then the whole vynſeprrated would haue done; 

then Ihope no ſenſible man can denie,but that which is 

extracted is that which doth good to the earth: and if the 

Salt that is in thoſe Compoſtsbe the goedriefle and life of 
them, and that onely or at leaft the principall thing that 
makesthem good for the earth, and yet is not the wen- 
tieth,andin ſome compoſts ſcarce the thirtieth part of the 
whole, muſt it not needes follow that Salt it ſelſe being 
formally and effectually of the ſame nature,ſhall bee a faite 
berter,cafier,cheaper,and more powerſull compoſt for the 
earth? eſpecially ſeeing ſo great a part of theſe compolis 
doth no good, and in ſalt there is little that is not good?for 
whereas it is hard to find a compoſt, the twentieth part 
wherof is good, it is hard to find a ſalt, the tenth — 
of is not. good. 

Now let him, that hath skill to iudge of the premiſſes of 
this argument, iudge of the concluſion and ſpare not;as for 
him that cannot iudge of the premiſſes, let him neuer 
ſhame himſelſe in denying the concluſion, but let him goe 
and make triall and then beleeue his ſenſe, 


2 — 


CHAP. 10. 


T bat Salt is good for fruftifying the earth, is proued 
; by teſt imonie of the learned both elder” 
* and later, 


Y next Argument or evidence ſhall be taken 
from iudgement and teſtimonie of others: 
and thatis cithers N 

uine. 

' Humaine authority and teſtimonie of the 

learned ſhall ſhe w, that this is no priuate nor ſingular con- 

ceit, but the judgement and deliberation of fuch of the 


learned 
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learned, as haue either purpoſely or occaſionally entred in- 
to conſideration of this great 2 of Nature. 
And becauſe to the —— teſtimonies are of ſmall ere- 
dit, no not any other arguments, but onely their mother 
and miſtriſſe experience, and to the learned and iudicious 
a word is enough, and a little entrance will giue much 
light, Iwill therefore be ſparing in chis argument, and on- 
ly giue a double touch or taſte, firſt of the indgement of 
e ancient learned in this point; and ſecondly, what the 
learned in theſe later and riper times haue obſerued and 
concluded oſ the ſame. 
For the great grand ivrie of the ancients, let Theophra- 
ius be the —— and ſpeake for all; Trees and — 2 . 
(faith he) are wonderfully bolpen by the application of Salt : cf. 4. & 24. 
Now iftreesandplants grow and fruftific bettet by pur. 9/4-5erariam 
ting Salt into the earth at theit roots (as this great ancient * 
Philoſopher fith,and experience teacheth:)then there can 
bee litile doubt, but that it may bee ſo caſt into the earth, 
and applyed to the roots of corne and graſſe, as it ſhall alſo 
haue the ſame effect in them. He that denie this con- 
ſequence, let him ſhew ſuch à difference in corne and 
graſſe from trees and plants as may hinder the force of Salt 
in them; or elſe with ſhame he muſt be forced to grant it. 

But if contrariwiſeit prove by practiſe, that Salt may 
more eaſily worke vpon corne aud graſſe then vpon trees 
and plants: then a fortiori, we may conclude, that if it bee 
good for trees and plants, it mult needs be better for corne 
and graſſe. 

And for Neoterickes and later learned, let — be lofephus Quer- 
heard, who yet liuing, is able to giue a reaſon for what he cc de Chi. 
faith, he in his learned booke of Chimicall and Hermeti- — ew 0 
call Phyſicke hath theſe words : The effefts of Salt in the " 
earth are theſe: It heateth and maketh the earth fatte, it ani- 
matet, quickens, fortifies and giues power vnte it It en- 
creaſeth and  ineth a vegetating and growing vertue unto 
cuery ſcede. And no maruell though Salt it ſelfe doe ſo, 
ſeeing that as the ſame author ſaith, The very ſtercoration 
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or ſpreading of dung and vrine of cattell vpon the earth, 
(wherein there is bur a ſmall proportion of Salt) doth far- 
ten the earth, and is che cauſe that one graine multiplieth 
into an hundred. And to make all this the cleerer, he vſeth 
this excellent demonſttation. That (faith he) v hich makes 
the earth ſproute and renue in the ſpring ( beſides the exal- 
tation of the Sunne) is the eleuation and ſublimation of 
the ſpirits of Salt; which ſpirits ſo elevated doe fall againe 
in forme of a dew ypon corne and graffe:and who is itthat 
knowesnot,the dewes are a principall cauſe of vegetation, 
and that thoſe dewes (ſaith hee) ate the ſpirics of Salt and 
endued with Salt: They which are enemies to this opini- 
on, (and yet thinke themſelues no ſmall Philoſophers) 
cannot but confeſſe, when they ſee the true Philoſopher 
extract out of that dew a Salt ſo powerfull as it will diſ- 
ſolue Corrall and Pearle, no leſſe then other that is extra- 
Red out of thoſſttrongeſt Salts, &c. 

I hus the elder Philoſophers found this true, for trees 
and plants, and the later hauing made more experience, do 
affitme the ſame for all other things that grow out of the 
earth. 

Now if any man grant the former becauſe of the autho- 
rity of the writer, but doubt of the later, and ſay, if it had 
beene as true for corne and graſſe, as for trees and plants, 
why ſhould not then fo great and wiſe a Philoſopher as 
Theophraſtus haue obſetued it as well as the former. 

Let that obiecter remember that AHriſtotle himſelſe 
knew the admirable power of the Loadſtone in drawing 
iron, but knew not tie more admirable correſpondencie it 
hath with the Poleſtarres, (by which the compaſſe is made 
and the earth compaſſed:) ſhall therefore the credit of the 
later Philoſophers be impeached who affirme the later, be- 
cauſe Ariſtotſe could onely ſpeake of the former; I hope 
no wiſe man will hold ſo fooliſh an opinion. 

And let no man hold this any diſparagement to Ariſto- 
tle to be ignorant hereof, ſeeing the Apoſtle Pan himſelſe 
knew it not, as is plaine enough Acts 27. nor after the A- 

pollles 
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files time did the primitive Fathers know it, nor did a- 
ny of the wiſe and holy men, til within theſe foure hundred 
yeeres,euer know any ſuch power to be inthe Loadſtone, 
not that any ſuch vſe could be made of it. Yex for all mens 
better ſarisfaRion in this point, let them know it will ap- 

re to them that are converſant in reading the ancients, 
that Salt was held good and vſefull alſo for corne as well 
as trees in ancient times: for it appeares by Homer, Virgil, 
Horace, and by Pliny in expreſſe tearmes, that no ſacrifice 
amongſt the Heathen was offered without wola ſalſa: A 
ſalt — : now this was made of barley and Salt, and ne- 
ceſſarily by their lawes muſt bee fo : and alwaics after 
their harveſt (fay the ancients)did they offer this as a ſacri- 
fice of thankſgiuing to their Gods: But why was it of bar- 
ley and of Salt? of barlez(fay they) becauſe it was the firſt 
corne that men had to feed on, whereas till they had ir, 
men fed ypon acornes: And againe, becauſe it is the graine 
that is ſooneſt ripe and is gotten with moſt eaſe: To which 
purpoſe our nation hath a ſaying, that Barley folloWes the 
huibandman into the barne, 

But why muſt this barley bee mingled with Salt? for 
three cauſes ſay the ancient Sort: : firſt, for the naturall 
fertility or power it hath to fructiſie the earth, and conſe- 
quently to make corne encreaſe. Secondly, ſor the good 
taſte and reliſhit giues to bread and all meate. Thirdly, for 
that ſalt is theſigne of loue and ſymbole of friendſhip,and 
the very Heathen held it fit that they ſhould be in loue and 
amity, when they came to offer ſacrifice to their gods. 
All chis is euident by the eleere and expreſſe teſtimonie ;;, 


of learned Stachus and long before him of that great An- . lib. 1. cap. 
tiquarie Cl Rodiginus, and many hundred yeers before 39. & deſecri» 


him, of Euſtathuu that learned Greeke Biſhop, and the fa- þ 
mous _ of Homer, 


Which teſtimonies are fo plaine, fo —— and fo Aut. 


full, that I wonder(eſpecially ſeeing they 


jn Greeke and Latine ) that the world hath nor taken 
ſuch notice thereof as might moue all men to haue made a 
E 3 rriall 


e written both cap.r. 
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triall of ſo excellent and vndoubted a concluſion, 

And whoſocuer of the learned deſire to ſee more touch. 
ing this point, I referre him to the authors before named, 
as alſo to Bernardine Game ⁊ ius de Sale Wis firſt and ſecond 


booke. 
CHAP, 11. * 
That Salt is good for the earth, is proued out 
. of the holy Scriptures, 


Any more teſtimonies of the learned might 
be produced, but J will rather come to di- 
a vine teſtimonies, becauſe if they bee direct 


cunning Artizan, nor a wiſe Stateſman, nor a great Philo- 
ſopher, nor a learned diuine, no nor an inſpired Apoſtle: but 
Ieſus Chriſt himſelfe proclaimes to all the world. 

Mark. 9. Salt is good, 

Luk. 14. And leſt any man ſhould bee ignorant of it, not one a- 
lone(which had beene ſufficient) but three of the holy E- 
uangeliſts haue recorded this proclamation of the good- 
neſſe of Salt. e 

Luk 4. And one of them addeth, that Chriſt hauing ſpoken it 
(leſt any man ſhould thinke hee had vſed but a vulgar and 

: ordinarie compariſon ) ſeales it vp with that Comman- 
=_ —— dement,which(as learned interpreters do obſerue)is neuet 

—— enforced, but vpon ſome excellent and extraordinatie mat- 

mi momenti res ter, He that bath eares to heare let bim heave : which as it 

inculcat & wasprincipally intended to the myſticall ſalt; ſo was it alſo 

| dignas ſummiz proportionally, and in a meaſure vnto the naturall Salt, 


— 1 from which Chriſt vouchſafed to draw his compariſon in 


aures Gt. Bu, this place. 

ceru in luce, Now for as much as this commendation of Salt is be- 

cap. 14. yond exception, in teſpect that the ginerof it being God, 
can acither be charged with ignotance, accuſed of parcia- 

lity, 
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key, ſuſpected of flatterie,normiſled by affection, there is 
no man found ſo vnreaſonable, but confeſleth in the gene- 
rall, that queſtionleſſe Salt is a good, and in his kind a moſt 
excellent creature. | 

But what is that ( ſay they) to the particular goodneſſe 
now ſpoken of: Becauſe it is good, muſt it therefore needs 
be good, to make barren earth fruitfull: by that argument 
(ſay they) we ſhall haue many things ood for that vſe: 


Hony is good ( faith Salomon) hearbs, bread, wine, oyle Prou. 2. 
are good(laith Dauid )are all theſe therefore good to make Palm. 104. 


the earth ſruitſull. 

It is well oppoſed, but let them that make the obieQion, 
be patient alſo to heare the anſwere. 

Iwilliogly grant it followes not becauſe Chriſt faith 
Salt ts ged. that therefore it is good for that or this parti- 
cular vie : But this I ſay, firſt, that ſeeing Chriſt faithir & 
good, therefore doubtleſſe to what vſe ſoeuer it ſerueth, for 


that vie iris excellent, and in a ſpeciall meaſure * Good, If Sal ef res op- 


this muſt be granted, as it cannot bee denyed, then if wee 
can proue it is good to enrich the earth, no reaſonable 
man I hope ſhall denie, but by the iudgement of Chriſt 
himſelfe, it is ſpecially, excellently and extraordinarily 
good to that purpoſe. 

Secondly, I fay further that the reaſon is notalike for 
theſe particulars inſtanced, and for Salt: for where they are 
ſaid to be good, they are not ſocald generally, abſolutely, 
and indefinitely, but their goodneſſe is particulariſed and 
reſtrained to that ſpeciall goodneſſe, which they are made 
for : for it is appatant that they are not good ( in any ſpeci- 
all meaſure) to any other ſe : for if wee examine the 
ſame places we ſhall find, that Homie is ſaid to be good, but 
for what? to eate: bread, to ſtrengthen the heart, ele to 
make the face to ſhine : Wine to cheere the heart. 

Bur of Sali as being a thing of an vniuerſall goodneſſe, 
and a more generall vſe then any one thing in the world, 
God promaunceth in a generall propofition without any 
reſtraint or limitation : Salt i good, As though hee _— 

Th 


Matth. 5. 13. 


Marke 3. 


Luke 14. 
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ſet all the wits in the world on worke, and giue occaſion 
euen to the wiſeſt to ſearch out the particular, manifold 
and diſtinct goodneſſe, and hidden vertues of that creature: 
Seeing therefore that men in all ages knew — 
lie that Salt was good for ſeaſoniug and relliſh, and after 
that found it good to preſerue from puttiſaction, and after- 
wards found it good for generation and multiplication in 
living creatutes, and aſterwards found it good for phiſicke 
and medicine. And that after all theſe knowne and proo- 
ued, and knowne by proofe, Chriſt comes and proclaimes 
ſtill, that Salt c good: what may we thinke hereof, hut that 
he would giue the world to vnderſtand, there is yet one 
further degree of goodneſſe in it more excellent, and more 
vſeſull, then hetherto hath been either generally knowne, 
or practiſed in the world. 

Bur thirdly and laſtly, Chriſt himſelfe anſweres for me 

to this obiection, tor hee in his diuine and alſeeing ſpirit, 
foreſecing that cauil and exception might be made againſt 
this generall propoſition, Salt ic good; vouchſaſes therefore 
to preuent all ſuch obiections, by deſcending into the par- 
ticular ſpecification of ſuch vſes of Salt, as might ſeeme 
moſt queſtionable: Tothis end let the good Reader ob- 
ſerue, firſt, the words themſelues, and then the argument 
which Chriſt frames in the words: The words of the holie 
text, and ſpoken by Chriſt himſelſe, are theſe : 
By S. HMatthewthus : Te are the Salt of the earth : but 
if the Salt haus loſt bis ſawonr,Woberewnh ſhall it be ſalted; it 
is thenceforth good for nothing but to becaſt ont and to be tro- 
den under foot of men. 

By S. Marks thus: For eerie man ſhallbee ſalted with 
fire, and euery ſacrifice ſpall be ſalted with Salt. Salt is good: 
but if the Salt bet vnſanorie, wherewith ſhall at bee ſeaſoned: 
Hane Salt in your ſelue1,and haue peate one \vith another. 

By S. Luke thus: Salt is good: but if the Salt baus loft 
bis ſuuour, herewith hall ut be ſalted; it is neither meete for 
the land nor yet for the doung-bill, but men caſtuitiont : Hee 
that bath eares to beare let him beare, 1 

e 
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The purpoſe of our Sauiour in theſe words, is to per- 
ſwade his profeſſors, and eſpecially his A es and Mini- 
ſters, to be cateſull, chat both in their ine and conuer- 
fation, they walke according to their proſeſſion: chat their 
dottrine be found, and their line, ſincere. And to inforce 
this perſwaſion the better, hee teacheth them by a ſenſible 
compariſon telling them, that looke what dalt is to meate 
and to the earth, that are his Proſeſſors and Miniſters to all 
other men: ſo that as Salt is moſt excellent to ſeaſon meat, 
and make the earth fructiſie, ſo they by godly doctrine of 
true religion, are to make all other things in the world 
taſte and reliſb as they ought, and by their godly conuer- 
ſation and example, make the world frnitifie in good 
workes and fruits of holineſſe. 

And to this purpoſe, marke how Chriſt faith not barely, 
you are the Salt: but, Tow are the. Salt of the earth: As 
though hee had faid, Looke what naturall Salt is to the 
earth, the ſame are you to men that liue vpon the earth. 
Now we know that Salt hath no vſe of ſauouring or ſeaſo- 
ag pe uno, but in reſpect of our meates: 

iſt ſaith not, you are the Salt ofmeates; but, 
Te are the Salt. of the earth; or, You are as Salt is to the 
earth: Salt applied to meate ſeaſoneth: applied to the 
earth fructifies: you are not onely as Salt is to meate, but, 
as it is to the : your dutie therefore is to be ſpitituall 
Salt, and not only to ſeaſon men with ſound doctrine, but 
to make them fructiſe with good works, Now the more 
excellent Salt — goon, the more vile is it being cor- 
— pretious ointment putrified turnes 
to the ſtrongeſt poiſon:) therefore Chriſt ſtill purſuing his 
compariſon, bids his Apoſiles and Diſciples take heed to 
themſelues, that they ſtand in their integritie both of do- 
Qrineand life; for otherwiſe if they become either falſe 
teachers, or ſoule liuers, then they, who for their holy do- 
Qrine and good life are of all others moſt bonourable,ſhal 
of all men in the world become moſt deſpicable; and they 
that afore were good for ſo many _ ent hy" 

g 
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goodfor nothing, and who aſore were fir forthe beſt com · 
panie, ate now too bad for the worſt. 

Which that he may make more plaine to their conceits, 
and more powerfull to their conſciences; he inforcethir 
by his former reſemblance, and telles them, that Salt ar 
good as ĩdis, both for ſeaſoning meate, ant fruitifying the 
earth, ceifie haue loſt his ſaudur, and be cortupted in na- 
ture, then it preſerues not, it ſraſons not, it cures not, nay, 
therre forth it in good for not hung. ; 

For nothing might ſome ſay ? that ſeemes notifely;for 
though it ſerue not for . — _ —_— of 
ſoaſoning, preſeruingʒ and phiſieke: yet ſure it m ood 
forthoſe baſet — fractifying the catth; an iag 
the dounghill : If it bee not fit ſor tho table, yet it ĩs good 
— the ground: if not meete ſor mans mot, yet 
it is meete enough for the dounghill. No, faith Crit; it 
is not goot for any vſe; Nu neither mitt fur the lan i 
vor yer for the doumglull. As chough Chrifthould haue :ſaid, 
This excellent creature, that Hath ſo/ many vſes, ſome ho. 
norable, ſome profituble and a commendable, is now it for 
none aral: nay that vdichi is che gteat ſruciſfer of the 
earth and the liſe of al vegelables com out of ch eth, 
thatwhichrmoiftens;ripetis and faæs tlie douñghilliis nov 
meet for none of alltbeſe (being cotrupte u,) nay ĩtis hutt- 
full to both, for caſt it vpon the abit makes it buten vp: 
on the deb ir mates it dtiel Ot more britfly, aht 
is that Which Chrift faith: Salt which being got is ſo 
excellent for the land; and for th douighill, being cor- 
rupted, is neither ment© for tlie land, not yet for the 
dounghill, | 


Cuae. 
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' /CHABR,212, TH 
Reſelueth a dab that niay bb mod ,t = 
this interpretation, . 


a cape Ve of Which words if any man fay,itfollow- 
ech nor, that becauſe bein vrilatorle, it ts 
9 not meete for the land. therefore being ſauou- 

rie, it ir good for the land, verily hee might as 
RZLR well — ypon him to teach Chriſt how to 
make an argument, and how to ſpeake propetly. And ſure- 
lie they chat heard Chriſt were of another mind; for had 
they thus thought, they would not ſo lightly haue paſt it 
ouer : but when Chriſt had faid, Salt haue loft his ſauour, 
ir oor en good for noi bung, it is neither meete for the 
land nor the dowpg hill, they mighteafily haue replied, That 
is no wonder, for when it is at the beſt, it was neither meet 
for the land nor 1 e If then it were neither good 
for the land nor the dounghill when it was at thebeft, 
then good Sir (might the) 35 what hath it ſoſt when it is 
vnſauourie, it is but il where it was,it is now neither meet 
for land, nor dounghill, and it was ſo before. 

Verily ifanyman in the world had ſpoken ſuch a ſpeech, 
or framed ſuch an argument, a man of ordinarie vnderſtan- 
ding would foons hath diſcovered improptietie in his 
ſpeech,iriconſequence in his argument, and abſurditie in 
both: but ſeeing this is the ſpecch and argument of him, 
to whom no ection can bee aſcribed,wee may very 
well ſuppoſe and ſafely collect, that ſeeing Chriſt 
Salt corrupted is not meet for land: therefore Salt not cor- 
8 is meet for the land. And let it bee obſerued that 

M ſaith not, Salt cotrupted is not meet for ſeaſonin 
nor for preſeruing, but not meet for ſ and nor downghill: an 
why theſe rather then the other? ſurely becauſe all men 
knew that good Salt ſerues for theſe vſes: and therfore cor- 
rupted cannot. But becauſe he foreſa that few men ob- 

F 2 ſerued 


— 


lohn 16.4. 
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ſerued the vſe of Salt, for augmentin the —— and 


fructitying oſ earth, and that the world was with 
an erroneous conceit to the contrary, the remoouing ther- 


fore of this error, h that is tba truth, the way and 
the life, takes ypag himſelie, and to giue all men juſt oeca- 


ſion to enter into amore = > —— — 
of the power and yerxues of this creature, he faith not, it is 
1 for ſeaſoning nor pteſeruing, for al men Knew 
that, but vit her meer for land nor dunghill, becauſe hee 
knew that would bee more queſtionable, and ſubiect to 
more exception, | E A 
And to conclude I would only aske theſe men, one que. 
flion, If Chrift bad ſaid, that Salt having loſt his ſauour, is 
neither good for ſeaſoning nor preſeruing,would they not 
then yeeld: that being vncottupted it is good for both? 
ſurely they would: and good reaſon, becauſe now they 
know that good ſalt is good for both theſe vſes. So that 
then (vpon the matter)Chriſts words are ttue to them, not 
becauſe he ſpeakes them, but becauſe they know by expe- 
rience he ſpeakes true: let all men then be intreated to be 
ſo reaſonable, that ſeeing they beleeue the one, becauſe 
their owne experience confirmes it, they would (if not be- 
leeve,ar leaſt) not deny the other, vatill by triall they find 
the contrarie: elſe Chriſt may iuftly complaine, chat his 
word is lice credit with Pp 2 1 3780 
ain, the learned know. that Salt is good for phyſicke, 
eee it not: now if Chrifthad aid. Sale cor- 
rupted is not good for phyſicke, the countriman would re- 
replie, neither was it ſo before. But the learned that know 
it is 23 phyſicke,would inſtruct him and ſayʒ Iknow 
11895 erſore belecue me, and ifthou wilt not beleeue 
me, belecue Chriſt. for ſaying that being corrupred,it is not 
good for phyſick, he implies that being not corrupreg it is 
good: So that ſtil we ſee men hold this argument good fer 
thatthey know,and deny it only for that they know not, 


CuaP., 
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* Cnuar. _— | +" ob 
This interpretation is approoned by the hhe interpretati- 
4 the like places of boly — 


v then to goe forward. As this intetpre- 
e with py and with the 
purpoſe of Chriſt, and with the 
words afore and after, and is not repug- 
| nant to any other Scripture, (as we ſhall 
c bleare hereaſtet) ſo it ſeemes to be iuftified 
by the receiued interpretation of other places which are 
parellel and like toit: 
Chriſt bĩds a man in the ſame Chapter; Agree vb thine Marth 5.25: 
adver ſarie quicklie, &c. for if then be caſt mtopriſor ; I f. 
vnts . ſhalt not come ont thence, till bon ha#t paid "4 
vimoſt farthing. Here Chrift vſeth a parable(as he doth in 
our text: ) now let any reaſonable man anſwere, whether 
it be not prooued by this place, that when he hath paid all 
the debt, then he may and ought in juſtice to come out of 
priſon which is ſo true in che propobri6{(or firſt part of the 
parable)that euen the Reddrro(the latter and ſpiritual part) 
it is alſo thusfarre true, that if the wicked in hell could ſa- 
tisfie Gods iuſtice to the full, they ſhould then come forth 
and bee deliuered; but therefore they ſhall neuer come 
ſoorth, becauſe they can neuer ſatisſie. 
Secondly, Chriſt by the Prophet complaines of the re- 
bellious and obſtinate Ie wes in theſe words; They baue caſt lerem. . 9. 
away the word of thy 7 5 hat wiſdewe 5c in them? B 
which worde, not ane We progoſaion\ iaproves which 
is directly affirmed, namely, that they haue ho wiſdome in 
them, that caſt away Gods word; but euen the contrarie 
alfa, which is nocaffirm:d but implied, namely, that they 
who yeeld and ſubmit themſelues to Gods word and ſol- 
low it, they are truly wiſe, And to this puxpole is this text 
continually alleaged as well as the former. 
F 3 Salomon 


Trou. 16.7. 


Prou. 1 5.8. 
& 289. 


Geneſ. 3.17. 


Geneſ. 3. 15. 


Geneſ.3.18, 


— — LAS \ » i 
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3 Salomon tels vs, that when a mans Yates pleaſe Cod. he 
will make his enemies become bis friends, Nowthele men are 
not held to wring nor vrongt is text, which from it doe 
collect and ce the contratie; thar therefore When " 
mans waies drſpteaſe the Lord, be will tren le br. friends be- 
come his enemies, 

4 When thefrripti re fnth. Tb. prayer of man © a. 
borminitble to God, doubts to cbllect dutof tac pfac⸗, 
that the] Ab Se is zereptable to God, and al 
men hol —— well us thie ſprtmer. 

5 Where God eiche to 
thi (6M (eRi7 the earth fo 4 e ee doe nt all men gather 
from hence; that ped he dam Tad not ſinned, the 
earth had notheen curſed but blefſedF And Whereas the 
indgement Farr ae * — that for his ſinne, i» ſorroW 


be Hall tut of it ul che Aale bir hharfromthence 90 nor all 
men concſude; ff he had not finned, man 
had tilled the „und dhe fruits of it without for. 
to or ſweating > Arid when the lu eth 
—— — that no the vr 
borper dad chile 'ro A 680 807 in inn gate 
and Ak the Gere vn ters bleſſtu 
ws foorth rhotries und thitles? Now then let au man 
e terre. et — 


8 e 
— — God faith, e that 
ir @ foole ;theteforehethar ſolloweth it 
cauſe Saldmow ſuith, whin a man, water God, be will 
4 op 
eas 
le ro 
enge = . ? And — — 
5 man: there - 
fore iſhe hadi 5 Wc curſed? And ſhall 
irnot aswell follow, hiteing Chriſt faith, cor- 
rupted, it is not mette for the lord : Therefore ifit bee not 
corrupted, 


8 
che vf God 
{s wiſe? And be- 
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corrupted, it i go far rhe lan 


And becavle G6dfaith; ſince che ſall of man, 7he 5 — 


ſhall bring foorth t hornet dr ler; is 
is it Lawfutt fo d r 
that therefore efore the ſims of man it did not? And feng Tee 1 


dixerint ſerpen- 


Chriſt ſaick plainly S ir vue our: bit 
tm 
— it not 2 vs to gather, hay — am tem rel io co: po- 
zuourie it is govd for ib lam Surely vpon this euiden g re increds ſolit i 
let the queſtion 55 to iurie of any reaſonadle men, 7 ce * 7 
them iudge and ſpare not. — — —- 
And yet one out edidenee ſomew cap. Genef. 
and full; If we ſhould aske theſe —— — - 704 105 
dd ger befor thr falbof Aim hey would Ay Bold — 
ſwere, Ree went vprigt: Aske them why ae — 
ſer berauſt it ae him as a 7 1 5 ow — 
ment; vpe y ſhalr tho goe. Out of Ki ** > —_— 
ae eee de. many learned ani gu! N 
4 A Oco buic in- 
mow — *that therefore before the fall, 4 — raw 
NEW —— — whether thi wort Mou 15 5 2 
* Fu uguſt, de cia. 
5 A * 6: 1 10 3 6 
nt. Aud ider catitiotanſwere Serve With wh nou detoris 
ſhadow of truth) Bar asRe them why they bolt fob ch mit Hm 
will, and needs muſt 8 o becauſe it was a part of he 5 2 
puntimge nt for rer fie eee oh ! . 
out De ee 22 
= 3 ne Ae Je Hatte: com. in Ge- 
3 — His (6h) _ at. Le. ter 
prove che la ade doth — — Goel Tertul adunſ. ' 
— a8 eff 48 r wich nell. — — 
bare fhowtt not thie Hott oof Cite * mrs 
y riete inplication, Thur Sar Haag bo fa i doe ſo gather 
£06 for u. they dae by cx preſſbafſeuc erurion, th K 4 and coaclude 
Fn, cm ar} . ri te Tere, chet ters 
e no teaſon, and for better demonſtrattotthat the inter. fore if man hed 


pretation holds as well in the one place as the other; let vs 2 22 


patallel them together. woman bad 


brought feorth 
Let without ſorrow... 


- 
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The deere 32 ebase i loſt his good- 


ſinne, 


Or 
The woman in time of — 3 ion. in hisperfe- 


nocencie, - 


e e 
erwar 
Man end woman 601 loſeth his ſauour. 


2.  haniog lofts fauour, 
eee. the and, as 
* cn; dec 


Before ſinne ir many 4-9 not Before it loſt. . 
bring 1 = fn 2 the land. 
there is one difference, 


It 8 It is not certaine,vay ſcarce 


— — —— ex 
be an end of this conſideration, and con of the 
whole diſcourſe : But that for the bettet of the 
truth, and ing of all men, it is fit we heare what can 
be obiected it, 
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f CHAP. 14 
¶Aoſiroretb the obieftions againit the for- 


mer interpretation. 


$ if chistruth were afficmed expreſlie in the 
Seripture, no obiections were to bee admit- 
ted, or heard againſt it, (it being impietie 
once to doubt of it) ſo ſeeing it is, as ſorne 
will haue it, but deduced from the words 
of Scripture,byan implication,and(as they 
ſay) ſtands vpon a queſtionable interpretation; it ſeemes 
therefore not againſt reaſon nor — to giue the obie- 
ors hearing, as long as their oppoſition is not to quarrell 
againſt the truth, but to cleare it. And firſt they obiect a- 
2 this interpretation of the words of Chriſt ſormerlie 
— 7% then againſt the opinion and concluſion ir 

Againſtthe interpretationof the place it is obiected, that 
itis contrary toall that haue written ypon this text, and | 
that one expoſitor cannot bee produced that hath thus in- > | 

ted it. For anſwere, l ſay the latte is not true, the for- | 
mer altogether falſe, There is not an — that thus 
interprets it: What if it were ſo? The reaſon is, becauſe the 
matter hath hitherto been vnqueſtioned, but it it had been 
mooued, doubtleſſe they would haue ſeene it. 

Again, this interpretation is drawne out of a compariſon 
or ſimile: now in compariſons or fimiles, interpreters vic 
not toinquiremuch into the firſt part, but to beſtow their 
conſideration ypon the e, ſcope and end of it, which 
is the ſecond and principa And yet that hinders not, 
but there may bee a further truth, euen in the former and 
externall part of a compariſon, then Prima facre appeares 
to euery one. 

But whereas they ſay, it is contrarie to all interpreters, I | 
2 may be prater. but no 4 | 


— CIR 1 
—  - — — — — — 
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way contra, for admit there were no Interpreter that ga- 
thered this collection; yet there is not one that deniesit. 
And ſeeing ſo many doctrines both of faith and man- 
ners, ate collected out of the holy text by later Interpreters, 
which the ancient expoſitors never obſerued, becauſe ſuch 
things then were neuer queſtioned, it muſt not ſeeme 
ſtrange, if a matter that neither concernes faith nor man- 
ners, but onely the exterior ſtate and temporal life of man, 
did lie vnſeene and vnobſetued by the moſt of the, So that 
all that can be gained by this obieRion, if ic were granted 
TheopbilaRus for truth, is, that this deduction out of this Scripture was 
in cap. 10. Luis. not heretofore made by anyformer Interpreters, which we 
Ebrifs: diſcipu- might eaſily grant, as neither much helpefull, nor hurtfull 


lus ſal debet ef= to the cauſe, 


— But Ianſwere further, it is not true that no Interpreter 


S malitie hath thus expounded it: for Theophilaft an approoued 
. — b — — to haue bad certaine —— 
alyſque commu- hereof, as by his expoſition vpon this place may appeare : 
—— = Salt (faith bei « —. — plat 6s if bent losſe 
ſehabet Sal, bis nature, it is altogether unprofitable, and neither good for 
Sc. at ſj ſal na- land nor daung bill. Whereby Chriſt intendeth to teach his dif. 
— * ab- ciples, that they all not onely teachers but hearers, onght tobe 
— To not only good in themſeluoi, but profitable to others al Now if 
terre neque ſler- he that ſhould ds good to ot bers, become a wicked man himſelfe, 
cori accomodũ : then he can neither profit others, nor take profit by others : to 
fe [i profuturns which end, ſaith Chriſt, he is ike vnſanourie Salt, that is nei= 
cnn be.“ ther fit for the landguer for the dounghil; meaning by the land, 
deſſe alys veque th which receines good, and by the doungbill, that that doth 
wilitatem cape- good, | 
—— — — : _— be his 1 of — it is cleere enough hee 
olds, that good Salt helpes earth: for hee ſaith plainel 
= that the earth teceiues good. Now it cannot — —. 
elan per ſrom the ſalt, if ale were not good for it: and ſurely if this 
terram quod Father had imagined that mẽ would haue made a queſtion 


Wilna ca, oſit, he would haue ſpoken more plainely and full 
7 y and fully, as wee 
ark ty ag know many of the ancient Fathers would haue 9 Ys 


fie, aud cletrely declared ihemielues inthe points of Tran 
| Rantiation, 
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ſtantiation, — the Supt e, and the ſufficiencie of the qmbrogut is 
Scripture,and man ines of religion,ifque. Exem.lib.z, 
os. ff 2 . ah cap. 5. | 

S. Ambreſea Latine Father, but much more antient then 1 0's, - 

af,is much more cleere in this pointe : for thus he — ſuffalcit 

writes, The Seas . becauſe it hel- bumore, quibus 

woſture : and 


peth the earth with a certaine ſecret per venas qu 
paſſages like to vaines, it yeelds and deftilles into it a iuyce, or — _ , 


humidatie very profitable. Out of which words how cl . 
is it( that the . Philoſophers do alſo teach, namelie) — 
chat the ſea is the very ferment, or the ripener and ſeaſonet niſirat. 
of the earth. And to make all the plainer, he proceeds and ehe 
faith : The Sea is good, for it is 4 belpe in neceſſities,a refuge in — as 
extremities, an augmenter of our pleaſures, 4 furtherer of tanguam ſub- 
health the conioqner of abſent friends, an eaſe for tranellers, ſidium in neceſ- 
the maintainer of labourers, an aſſiftance towards tribute, and ftatibuyefugi 
4 rewedie againſt barremneſſe. Iconfeſſe there may be ſome a FP 
"__ touching the meaning of the laſt words, but whe, 2 ibus, ſalubri- 
youreade ir, fertilitatu, or fterilitatis alimentum, the tas valetudinis: 
meaning muſt needs bee, that the wy father ſpeakes it in /eperatorum | 
praiſe of the Sea, as any man will judge that reades the —— 
words. And then it muſt either follow, that it is the nou- — 
riſhment of ſertilitie, or the remedie of ſterilitie, the worſe [ahorantium, 
whereof is enough to our purpoſe, ſubſidium ve- 
The fame Ambroſe, or who elſe was the Author of the dig lil, fin 
Sermons that goe vnder his name, ſpeaking of the words — * 
of Chriſt to his Apoſtles: Tow are the Salt of the cartb, ſaith, n teaue ofthe 
A. Salt caſt into the waters by Eliſha bealed them; ſo the learned Reader, 
Apoitles, ſent by Chriſt did ſo ſeaſon and works vpon the men would defire 
of the world ( like a power full Salt ) that delinering them from — 
ſprritnall barrenneſſe, and the weeds of vices, enabled them to ,,,C.» (theſcope 


fruttifie, and bring out the holy fruit of vertu. By which it and circum- 

is plaine, he interprets thoſe words, Tow are the Salt of the flance o/ the 
earrb,notoncly of ſeaſoning,butalſo of fructifying: ſo that it _— 
be read, fertilitatis alimentum. Ambroſine Ser. 87, Sicut tune Fi de waſtuls ales 
condibr unt apa ita & nunc miffi aſaluatore Apofiol: poywies conduunt vniucrſo5,v6 ablard 


it 


ſterabiate uiilorum ſrolem incipiant — virtatum. 
3 
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it cannot be denied, but that this Father held Salt to haue « 
. fruQiifyiog,avwell as a ſeaſoning fucultie. | 
| For the clerrer / demonſtration of which truth, let it bee 
poſitins de vir. yet further obſerued, that 8. Bail an ancient Greek Father, 
ginieate circa giuing counſell to virgins and vnmatied perſons, ho to 
medinw. - fue ia continencie, reptooues a faſhion that many had, to 
N abſtaine from moſt kind oſ meates, and to cate nothing but 
- cellentiam owni Bread and Salt: ¶Alaſſe good ſoulen( ſaith Saint Bai) litile 
elſenio exiliiſo, know they. as it ſeemes, the natur of Salt : It ſeemeribey ima- 
Salem cum pane „idr it dries vp and makes barren, and kom not t har Salt is in 
— og nature fruitfulland fruttifying, and a great furtherer of pene- 
— ration, What can be ſpoken more plainely? And ſurcly if 
natura ſircun - it be a ſtuctifier in the bodies of men, being moderately ea- 
dum eſſe, c. ten, it cannot but bee a fructiſier alſo in the earth (the mo- 
ther of our bodies, as Gregorie Nac. calles her) if it be tem- 
peratel applied. "23 5 

Andi becauſe the common and vulgar obiection againſt 
this truth is that Salt is hot and drie, becauſe itparticipates 
only with the nature of the fire,and isno _y av all moift, 
therſore can by no meanes do good to drie and barren 
Milarizzin ca9. earth; Hilarie therefore another ancient Latine Father, to 
$.Matth, take awaythat obiection, tels vs in his Commentaries vp- 
— — on CMatthew,that Sali in the mature and propertie of it is 4 
2 oe compound body,conſiſt ing of the tir oclementa of fire and water, 
mentum, & hoc. And of theſe'two it ir made one, and is therefore fit for all vſes 
ex debe en of rnankind,and ts made a4 it were for the generall good of man, 

2 Now if Salt in the nature and conſtitution of it 
— wich fire in heate, and with water in moiſture, and conſe- 
1 ee. quently be neither hot nor drie as the fire is, nor cold and 
— Ae as the earth is, nor cold and moiſt as the water is; but 
| hot and moiſt, having in it a heat tempered with moiſture, 
anda moiſture that is warmed and quickned with heat; 
then no reaſonable man can marucl}, if Salt bee the great 
helpe of nature for generation, and the great ifher of 
the earth, ſeeing the ſountaines, and cauſes of generation, 
and fructifying in all animals and vegetables, is the con- 
junction of theſe two, heate and moiſture, which in no croa- 
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ture in the world are ſo equally, temperatly, and perfectlie 
conioyned as they be in Salt. , + 

If then the judgement of ſo many holy, ancient and lear- 
ned Fathersdoeconcurre with vs in this poiat, then it ſol · 
loweth, that the ſine wes of this obieRion are ſhrunke, and 
all the life-blqud of ir is let out, let vs therefore fee if there 
be any more force in them that follow, - | 


— 
„ 


Cu. 15. | 
eAnſwereth the firſt obieftion againſt this opinion, drawne 
. » from ſuppoſedreſtmonies of holie Serip tures, | 


e. intl the truth ofthis opjnion;itis fir 
85 N obie Red out of the Scripture:for when 
I NE 


! God deſcribes a wicked man and his 


heath in the u ilderneſſe, and ſball inhabit 
2 tbe parc hed place in the wilderneſſe, in a 
Salt land. and not inhabited. How plaine is this to ſhne that 
Salt is barren, and makes batten where euer it is?? 
I grant all this: and to make this obiection the ftronger, 
I ay further, it is ſo true chat al ſaltland is harren, that there 
are divers Scriptures more, where wilderneſſe and ſalt 
ground are made all one. And the Hebrewes doe often vſe 
one word forſaltiſhnefſe and barrenneſſe, as when we ſay, 


puniſhment, he faith; Heal be lie rhe Ierem. 17.6, 


God turnes a fruitful and into barrennes for the ſins of the n- Plalm. 167. 


babitants;| they ſay, a fruirfull land into Saltneſſe. Not- 
withſtanding,-all this makes not —— concluſion, 
as ſhall appeate by our anſwere; which, that it may both 
better be conceiued, and being conceived, giue better ſa- 
us ſaction, l firſt lay downe theſe grounds. 
As the S di thatrmuſh belps ihe grad wuſt ber temperats 
lie vſed: $a tes much ſalt irexceedimylyburifall te che gras. 
As we ſee in aur bodies, ſreſh meate᷑ hurts vs, bur po- 
dered ot ſalted is fit and wholeſome but if it bee extreme 
Salt, it alſo hurts: ſo is it in the ny 9 
9.4 3 > 


Por the provfſe lie, 
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and fructiſies: too much, and it 


of al this.let the ꝗᷓries, burnes vp and diſtroyes. And we confeſſe, and 
2 dene confirmes, chatall ground where Salt predomi- 
— nant(as where Salt · pits are) is vtterlie barren and vnſit for 
cre Philsſophia fruit, as long as it is ſo. 


c 


Deut. 29.3. 


Now all theſe doe — of earth, which is ſalt 
by nature, or by the plague of God vpon it, and ſo is whol- 
lie ſalt, and ſuch earth is a curſe, for it is wholly barren, 
which it be moſt true, yet that hinders not, but that 
Salt pe the earth that wants it, if it be moderatelie 
vied. Fot though it bee true, that extreme ſalt meat hurts 
the ſtomack ; yet that hinders not but meat in ſome mea- 
ſure ſalt may helpe it: So though it be true, that extremitie 
of Salt hurts the earth, yet that hinders not, but that a com- 
petent meaſure may belpe it. And as it followes not, meat 
extremely ſalt hurts the ſtomack ; therefore meat ſalted can 
no way helpeit:no more doth this, Salt in extremitie hurts 
———— — ood. And — 
Scriptures e not of ground which is temperate 

tiſh oſit _ ſuch — Salt is order! 2 i- 
od, but of ground extremely, wholly, and naturally ſalt, I 
will demonſtrate firſt by collation of Scripture with Scrip- 
ture, and then by the iudgement of the learned Imet- 


Firſt for Scripture, let the diſcteet Reader be pleaſed to 
compare the ag. of Deuteronomie 23. with the forenamed 
i there the Lod deſcribing how he will curſe and 
plague the land of Iurie forthe ſinnes of the inhabitants, 
which beſore was a ſruitfull and plentifull land, hee ſaith: 
All the land ſpall burne with bre ſſ one and Salt, it ſpall not be 
ſorne,uor bring foorth,nor any graſſe ſpall grow therein, but it 
ſhallbe bike the overtbrawing of Sodome,which God ouert hre 
in bis wrath and angere Let vs hete obſerue that when God 
makes this fruirfull land barten, he ſaith not, her will make 
Salt be ſowne in it, but bee will alter the very nature of it, 
and małe it ſo Salt, that Hall enen burne with Salt, And 
ic is certaine, that where Salt is predominant, it burnes 1 
5 
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the land, and ſo vttetly conſumes all the moiſture and fat. 
nes of it, as Jt is fit neither for corne, fruite nor graſſe. 
he text proceeds and ſaith: I: pal nor bring 
| ., be ſowen,no» graſſe ſhallgrow therein, &c. Out of 
which words as this (and this alone) neceſſarily followes, 
Therefore ground altogether ſalt, ts altogether vnfruitfull : 
fo if the other places bee compared Ca and the'* Sau humor, 
words, phrates, faſhion, purpoſe and ſcope of them be ad. vi dominater, 
uiſedly confidered , ic will appeare they carrie no other /vcandiiares 4 
ſenſe, nor can admit any other interpretation. ” 2 y 
And as this is cleere by collation of Scripture, ſo lear- in Fal i ov. 
ned Interpreters haue ſeene as much, namely, that not the Ia locis ſalſu- 
ſalriſhnes of the earth, but the abundance and predomi- Be 1071/4, 
nancie and extremitie of ſalt is that that makes — ſe — 
Of the elder Interpreters ſome of the beſt haue inter- Aeftulas 
preted that place of the 107 Plalme(which ſeemes to bee Saſſas bumor, 
the principall againſt this opinion of ours) in thefe words: vi demie, 
Salſa ,&c; Saltnes where it ts predominant vr — — 
terly deſtreyes all fruit fulnes . — — 
And therefore, ſay others, doth the tent ſay, be twynes 4 venitar Sal, 
fruu full land into ſaltneſſe : becaule every place where Salt i ndolphus in 


ones is barren. Pſa * 0 
And to the ſame end, nich Pine Ewory earth where Sal 315 (398 


Salt natwrally breeds is barren and yeelds nothing, Out —— 
all which it is euident enough, that in all like places, by Arzedias is 
the iudgement of Interpreters, the thing hurts the Pe. 
earth is not Salt, but the exrremrie of Salt, which was ne- Plining dt. 
ver cald in queſtion, * 


> , 
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ä 
- 


Cn v. 16. 


eAnſwereth the obieftion drawne from the ſoving 
of conquered Cities With Salt. 


, \ 
Nd whereas that place where the Ci. 
GEN 6 Phe p/n thence 
collect chat when men would make any earth 
barten, they vſed to ſow Salt in it: for anſwer, 
ay, that both the ground is weake, and the collection 


x The ground is weake : for howſocuer ſome ſay it was a 
> Alber Genti- faſhion amongſt the lewes to ſow Salt in Cities b de- 
lis delare belli, ſtroyed, yet they can ſhe no ſuch thing done ofter then 
66.3-447+ once, an that, by a wicked vſurper and a Tyrant Abime- 
lech ſo chat an example, and a ſingle example, and that one 
example being of a wicked man, is but a weak foundation 
hereupon to frame an argument. 
we But if there were 100. examples, and ofthe beſt and wi- 
1. ſeſt Conquerors that had donc ſo, and conſequently the 
Ai ans; - ground of this argument were neuer ſo good: yet I am ſure 
Vr ben in tan · the conſequence is nothing worth : for whereas they ima- 
tum vaſtauit, ut gine, that Conquerors ſowed Salt in Cities pb o the 
Auen, end to make them barren, they wagt to haſtily. For 
tiene reddere. the greater number; and better ſore of Iacegpreters. vpon 
tur dann in that place of lodges, doe bold, that eAbimeleph, and after 
exia: ſgnum, his time other Conquerors vſed to doe ſo in 
priſcorum mort, quered, not ſo much, in ſignum ſterilitatis, as deſolattonis,de« 
—— — og " teftationss & perfelt e victoria c. 

ſemina- In token of dereſtation faith [wnines, Treme line, Serarins. 

wit. Pellicanus Cc. Iu token of deſolation or vaſtation ſaith Pellican, Man. 


in Iud.9.Yide tau, cc. In token of full and compleate vittorie faith Car- 
Serarium. 


thufian, Lyra, and many other Interpreters of ſpeciall note, 
— And that theſe were the ends of that cuſtome vſed by con- 
Dran. nn that this was neuer done but in ſome 
Is bb.lad, :as when a citic, and a people had rebelled 
againſt 
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gainſt their Prince;or had perfidiouſlic broken their coue- 
nants, and faith; or had wilfullic and obſtinately held out 
ſome coſtly and tedious ſiege. In theſe caſes, the Conque- 
rors to puniſh their rebellion and creacherie, or to bee re- 
uenged vpon them for their obſtinacie, and to ſhe w them- 
ſelues ful and perfect Conquerors, did ſolemnely cauſe Salt 


to be ſcattered vp and downe, not the fields, but the rumes Sgeſ in rui- 


of the Citis d. to to the world, that both the beſieged 
had deſerued, and it was now alſo in their power, to make 


to:loſeph. Antigß- 


that place vtterly vnfit for habitation, and to be a wilder- cp. 11. 


neſſe. And — 1. maruell if ancient wiſe men made 
ſowing of ſalt to bee a ſigne hereof, for ſeeing the earth, 
_ is —_— RE — — wenn, 
ey therefore in evidence that they were Conque- 
— Salt vp and downe the Citie, to ſhew'it was 
now in their power to make that place vttetly inhabira- 
ble, and that earth vtterly ynfic to bring — thing 
for mans yſe. To which end, they made choice to ſow it 
with that, whereof a ſufficient quantitie would make vtter- 
lie barren the beſt earth in = world. And thisceremonie 
was as well performed by ſowing a little, as if had 
ſpent neuer ſo much. And this is che greateſt iced char 
can be:for to take and overthrow a Citie is victorie; but to 
make it inbabitable, is the height of conqueſt, And that 
ſowing of Salt in Cities ſubdued, was done, not to cauſe a 
= ſent, but to threaten a perpetuall barrenneſſe and deſo- 
ation, is euident enough, firſt by the judgement of Inter- 
er let one ſpeake for all, Tbeodorer an ancient Greeke 
Father, in his queſtions vpon this booke, moouing this ve- 
rie Queſtion : Why was this Citie ſowne with Salt, anſwe- 
reth : Hoc dewotabat ſteriluatem quia ex Sale nullas frultns 
naſcitwr;This did demonſtrate barrenneſſe. Maike, he faith 
not, it was done to cauſe abarrenneſſe,but to denote or ſignifie 
barreunes:for as he ſaith moſt truly, where Salt is predomi- 
nant,or out of Salt it ſelfe, nothing growes. Againe, the 
fame alſo will appeare, by viewing the examples of this 
ſact, vhich in all ages haue not 1 many. * 
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For beſides that of Sichem —— — of in 

1 ib. _the Iudges,and © leſepbau, 1 none in ancienttime, 

—4 * whereas — mend ſaith, it was the common 

d Gentilis de cuſtome of the lewes to ſow Salt in Cities ſubdued b, and 

— bell. can name none but this one, (and the Scri is ſo 

* Fall of examples to the contrary,) let him defend himſelſe, 
for I cannot, | | 

Since Chriſts time an ancient writer. ſaith, that iu 

Adrianns the Roman Emperor cauſed Ieruſalem, for their 

— yt rebellion, to be — and — — — 

in com. is Mit. times Sigeninn t reat Fredericks did ſo to Mil- 

cap. 5. 1 qe ey = treacherous rebellions, and 

« Sigonius de breaking of faith d. And Teſtatns Abulenſis writes, © that 

regvo fealie ſome Cities in Spaine haue been ſo ſalted (bũt ſurely that 

— 8 needed not to be done in Spaine for bartenneſſe, for it is 

Iud.queſt ler barren enough of it ſelſe, which ſhewes that it was done 

rather in ſgnuw deteſtationss, then ſterditatis : ) theſe few 

excepicd, I confeſle in my reading I neuer obſerved any 

more in all ages: doubt not but ſome may produce more. 

But this I will ſay, chat no man can ſhew our of theſe, not 

anyother,thatit was done to make the earth barren-by 

that, ſowing ,' much leſſe can they frame an nt 

thence, that therefore Salt moderatelie vſed make 

ground barten. | 
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92 


Cuar, 17. 


Anſwereth the obieition, that it may belpe the earth for a 
time, bus cannot continue, - 


I is further obiected, that it may be, Salt ere 
time at the firſt may make earth fruitſull, 

ing it, and makin it the faſter put 
— the vi - of it: but when it 
hath made it ſpendirſelfe,it will then make iemore barren 
after a time. 

For anſwer, I ſay, briefly; that this obiection might car 
rie ſome ſhew of waight, if the obiectors were able as well 
to demonſtrate that Salt vſed vpõ ground; would make the 
earth haſtily and ly ſpend it ſelſe, as we are to ſhew, 
chat it will make ic and ſend foorth : but as long as 
— — and they onely imagine the 
other by conicQuure,ſolong there is little life in this argu= 
ment, let them pleaſe — much in it as they will. 
When — prooue their aſſertion, it is reaſon we giue 
—— — — for 


vs to dente it, as ſor them to affirme it, as once a great F.. Hens. 


ther ſpake ina greater matter. 

Meane time thus much we will-fay to the obiection, for 
the ſatisfaction of the ſtudious, That the liuel * — 
vigorous moifture that i: in Salt hath power, 

,agitateand — — 1 — fr 
cultie that is in the earth, or any 
— 1 SI — rw — concutre 


augments that ſacultie, hy tectify- 
ing Farer me ſp he eau of the earth, and by addin 
— th to the mi uro and heate that is in the earth. 
— it — — the earth to fru- 
ctifie, but to ing ſacultie that is in the 


earth, by controlling — and roſe which m—_— 
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enemies) and aſſiſting heate and moiſt ure, the friends and 
ation, then we doubt not toconelude, 
that as long as there ſhall not want earth for Salt to worke 
vpon, uot ſali to helpe that earth, ſo long ſhall. Salt bee of 
force to make the earth. ſructiſie. Fire lieth hid in aſhes 
(ſay they) and will lie there long; bring more wood and 
the fire will breake our, and bee ſtrong tor a time, but af- 
ter a time will weaken and goe out ſooner, then if none 
had been laid on: But then (Gy) lay on ſlill more wood, 
and ſo till more, and then the fire is ſſtonger and , 
and will neuer goe out. So a fruftifying ſacultie is in the 
earth, and works of it felfe, (though weakely) adde ſalr to 
it, and( ſay they) like enough it will irritate the earth, and 
make it ſend out his force, and worke better for a time, but 
will ſpend it ſo haſtily, as after a time it will be conſumed, 
and become more barren then before: True (ſay I) if no 
more be added: but as, lay on moze matter, and the fire con- 
tinueth, 1 more Salt, and the force of the earth con- 
tinueth, and ſtill adde more (in order and meaſure) and 
thereby that force and facultie ofthe earth ſhal waxe firon- 
ger, and neuer be ſpent, 0 Ta 
And this hall liches for this obiection, till they can bee 
able to prooue their aſſertion, bur before that, we hope to 
prooueto the world by that ynan{werable argument of la- 
ting ience,that it is as good and powerfull to conti- 
nue, and augment the fructiſying ſacultie of the earih, as it 
is ia the beginning to pr it, and ſet it on working. 
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— 


— 


CHAP. 18, 


Anſweretb the laſt obreftion, that one compoſt cannot 
be good for all earths, 
* 


—_ &T is laſt] obiected that earth, ate of ſe 4 

i 7 , are of ſeue 

Fl ralt and much different natures, Sali is one, 
PZY and of the fame nature: it therefore may 


poſſible to helpe all earths:vnleſſe,fay they, 
you will make it, that wean of nature, or 
as the bewitehed multitude doe of Tobaceo, who make it 
good diet for all bodies, and phyficke for all maladies : we 
ſee (fay they) dung is good for grounds, marle for o- 
ther, lime for other, aſhes for other, v. but what one thing 
can be for all grounds? As this meat (fay they) is 
d for ſome, but it is halfe poiſon to other this 
— h ſome, but is vnpleaſant to other Romacks. - 
This obiection makes the faireſt flouriſh, but indeed 
carrieth the leaſt ſubſtance of all other: which that wee 
may make good, wee will craue leaue to examine all che 
particulars. And feft be ir that the ground be name 
lie, that — — natures: —— — 
kind of compoR dot be good fort 5 8 
not: fot mens . — of ſeverall, and very tſe, and 
ſome almoſt oſcontraty couſmutions, yer hv is food for 
every man, and r, ot thm which is conſected of water, 
is drimke for euery one, of whar complexion ot conflireri. 
on ſoeuer, not 'onely for men in health, bur euen for 
wenke anch fiekebodies,- 1) 0097 too mot 
* Againe, whereas they ſay, ſome Cop fer ſome 
Pier poor ene rr. Be it ſo: —— em confider 
and anfwere, why is any Compoſt good far round? 
is it not rincipally forthe ſaltifbueſſe bat is A. — 
* If they dente it, then let them te the (rye ſſe 
the ſbfaxee, and they will anſwere chemſelues — 
H 3 e 
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—— finde the ſub#tavce remaining, is but an vnptoſi- 
able droſſe, that will doe the earth no good. 

If they grant it, (as they muſt doe, becauſe it is certain- 
lyand y uue) then let themanſwere further 
Shall euery be therefore good for the land be. 
cauſe ofthe Sali that is in it, and ſhall not Salt ir ſelfe be 
good (ina meaſure) for all land? 

If they replie, and ſay: If Salt be good forall land, and 
| be but therefore good, becauſe. of the ſalt in 
— re OR not euery be good for 

n , 

Ianſwer, becauſe in though there 

— — — — 

Salt in — or 
— the other — 
— — de Wo mech, reſpectof 
or in 
che Salt in it, yet becauſe that Salt in ſome Compolt is but 
little, and the euill thing in that is much, there- 
fore it followerh ihat euery haue ſome 
Salt in it, and all Salt is good for all land, yet euery Com- 
poſt is not good ſor all land. 

But in Salt chere is but Salt, nothing contrarie 
nothing divers from the nature of it rage wean 


Cop bee not perendyal Salt be good 


Which that it may bee more pparam,lercheſeob- 
iectots know, that be granted that euery Com- 
yet the Salt that is in any 


not good for earth 
ia good for any carth ſay, in a meaſure 
forall, not ſo good for ome foroder,) ter 
doubt, v the Salt that is in any Compoſt be good 


for all grounds, let chem either belecue them that 
tried it, nnn 


+ If then will make theis obieRion good,and ſatil- 
fe vs, let — extract that a oat of tat Compute 
ſay 


0 * 

New Compoſt for barren Land. 55 
fay is ill for this or that ground: if when they haue done, 
— Salt bee good in any meaſure for — not 
the victorie ours ? if it be hurtfull for it, then they haue an- 
ſwered vs, and we will yeeld: till then wee care not what 
teaſonable man be Rs vs in this point. 

Now if this ground bee firme, that though this or that 
Compoſt be ill 2 one kinde of earth, yet the Salt of that 
Compoſt is good for it, being rightly extracted: Then we 
will turne the point of this obiection againſt the oppoſers; 
and out of their. obiection gaine an — our 
ſelues. 

For if the ſalt of a Ci ſt that is ill for ſome land, be 
yet good ſot that land, and yet that ſalt is mixed with o- 
ther things in that Compolt which ate not good; how 
much more then is Salt it ſelfe good for that land, which is 
mixed with nothing, but is pure of it ſelſe? 

And to goe — if the very of this obie- 


con were ſtrictly examined, it it may be) 
ſcarce ſo ſound 4 they conceive it, They tome Com: 
poſt is good for ſome ground, and ſome for other, bur 
none for all, and that which is good for ſome, is ill for o- 
ther: this they build vpon. And yet if they were asked 
what ground is dung ill for, it may bee they would take 
time to conſider, and at laſt would anſwere; That indeed 
it is good forall, moreorlefle;burt not ſo good for ſome 
ground as for other. And ] pray you, doe wee ſay any o- 
therwiſe of Salt? Doe wee aſſirme that it is equally good 
forall kinds of earth ? Nothing leſſe: But this we ſay that 
it is good for all land, for ſome more, for ſome ut in 
ſame meaſure and degree good for all. So then thus ſarre 
we conclude with them, that as Dung is not equally good: 
for all land, no mote is Salt. $613 e 
But wee muſt extend this confideration- further, and 
therefore deſire theſe obiectors to obſerve that this ; 
which of all Compoſts(now in vic) is moſt generallle and: 
molt powerfully good, bath of all other Compoſts ihe 


moſt 


See a French 
Author called 
De Serres in 
bis booke of 4- 
gricalturt. 
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molt Salt in it: and conſequently is nevreſt r 
of Salt it ſelſe. The truth whereof appeares in that (as the 
learned and diligent in this kind haue obſerued) the beſt 
dung in the world is that of Pigeons: which of all other 
creatures due moſt naturally and delightfully feed ypon 
Salt, a 
Now if which is moſt ſalt of all ſts) be 
thebeltCompeliborh for generalitic and — of all 
others; and of all dung, Pigcour, which is moſt ſalt: Then I 
this is a good euidence to proue, that therefore Sali 
it ſelfe, how euer it be not fo good for ſome ground as 
for other, yet in ſome meaſure and degree is for all kinds 
of land, the moſt generall and the moſt effectuall Com- 
poſt in the world. 
To conclude, theſe obiectors argue thus: As no weate 
is good for al bodies, nor al ſaxce for al Romacks,but that, 
that helpes ſome, hurts other, no more can one CompoRt be 
for all lands: therefore allowing (ſay they) that Salt be a 


_ bY for one ground, yet it may be ill for ano- 


I anſwere;this argument is but acompariſon,and com- 
pariſons may illuſtrate but proue not. Beſides, the ground 
is weake, ot rather falſe : for howſocuer it is hard to finde 
anyfleſb or fiſh, ot fowle, or other naturall or artificiall 
meate, againſt which ſome particular conſtitutions (or 
rather ſome bodies) haue not ſome diſlike : yet 
how eaſie is it to name divers kindes of fleſh, and other 
— bee good and wholeſome for all kinde of 
men, parti bodies, (excepting ſome ſew) in 
whom is ſame ſecret and {| Ver Fo. 


fon book ht by them will ſerve 
Sultbe 9 
po 
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u Beet ar Mutton, Hens or 
Fewer es mens bodies, and wee wilt anke no 


"" Yertharehcl en haue good cauſetoplead 
fullſatisfa&ion; ſet them koow there is one meate that is 
good for all bodies wichout᷑ exception, and tliat is dhe 
2. 2. thner of the beart, bread and one ſauce, thiris Plalm.rog. 

mens ſtomacłs in the world, and chat ib che Ws 

great F all things, namely Sat: which is ld true, 40 — 

the adden vader the names of Bread and Salt, com- See Eraſmus as 
pteheadedall things requiſite cither to the neceſſitie or — 
comfort of tide tie. And he chat will deny this, it is pitie chu perdutit, 
he ſhouldinioy the ſtrength of bread, or che reliſhj of Salt, 
- Nowifthisbe ſo, chen ſee how faire an 3 il 
luſtration) theſe oppoſert haue made for vs. 1. 
ont'mente good for all bodies, and one ſauce for allſton 


br rounds, We 


let them dente hat they pleafe. / forthe concluſion, 
let the ptouĩdence of God of Godbe herd ,who hath gi- 
uen one and the ſame { to elende (chat came 

Earth — ſelfe the mother of 


2 — — veer re 
Eat nobread : how bortfullisie,choughaman did eee 
— 2 vever fo — Eat tos much, nit 

ſurfers it is the moſt dangerous: cate comperent- 
— — (ſo ic bee within a meaſure) the 


— — 10 Salt, and raw humors will ſoone op- 
ꝛ aate tos much, and it hurts another way: 
r it recliñies all humors, and cheriſheth 

and ſtrengtheneth the virall parts. So is it for land: lay on A deft 
WE 
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meß OE On.” 5 ures, of theirrancke,which God 
Pro. 35.16.27. call 5 f ferit 
V eate nat ge 8 | & 7 p, 


|. +. B{e mot tee much. w__ 
-— 44 463 e Heber cel pooje and plains diwark, 
"TIER * And though, Iconfeſſe, I haue not read nor met with ſo 
many of my mind, nor had that ee eee 


Writers, as we generally haue in o yet lem 
farre from arrogating to my ſelſe, to bee 2  inventer, 
much Wy! to haue power to conclude any thing in this 


purpoſe onely was and is, to ſer better wits on 
ae gas «6 ive wiſe men occaſion to conſider bettet of 
ſo worthie a ſubiect: ſo it may happily come to paſſe this 


recciue a _ procecding, though irbe 


buſimeſſe may 
| Ugraced re & beginning: and that ſhall 
dee oaks: 
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